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L ET T ER 


Author of the VI N DIC ATIOR, &c; 


REVEREND SIR, 


can't but be heartily concern'd, that you who 
appear as an Advocate for practical Chriſti- 

' anity, ſhould diſcover no more regard for theſe 
valuable Branches -of it, Truth, Fuſtice and 
Meekneſs, in what you call a Vindication of Mr. Na- 
tion's Sermon. I am perſuaded, if your Temper will 
allow you to peruſe your Letter with any Calmneſs, 
yon muſt be convinc'd, that the Charge you have 
very unjuſtly drawn up in your firſt Paragraph againſt 
Mr. P. C. is the exacteſt Pifture of your own Per- 
formance that your maſterly Hand cou'd have ſet be- 
fore the World. And it affords me ſome Pleaſure, 
that in your laſt Paragraph, you give me occaſion 
to think, that your own Conſcience upbraids you 
for what you ſoftly term your Pedantry, and Stiffneſs 
of Stile. I wou'd hope, by this time, it hath farther 
corrected you for your falſe and groundleſs Aſſertions, 
for your violent Invettives, for your moſt uncharitable 
Inſinuations, and that you have ſcattered your Fire- 
trands, Arrows and Death, as if you had been in 
Sport, and without any ſeeming Regard to Decency 
or Charity, or the Solemnity of the Cauſe .that now 
depends between us. But if your own Heart doth. 
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7 | 


f a : | 1 * wk of 8 * 
(2) 


not condemn you, I may venture to affirm, that it 
can never be acceptable to God, nor yet to the calmer, 
more ſerious, and chartitable part of Mankind, that 
Debates about Religion, ſhou'd be manag'd in fuch 
a ludicrous and outragious way. 

But to come to what you offer, and prevent your 
farther Triumph; (tho* I think you have by your 
way of writing forfeited all Claim to a particular | 
Reply} you ſay, p. 1. That I have labour'd Y 
« fixty Pages to diſgrace a Sermon, the Purport o 
« whoſe latter part, as well as beginning, is, as I 
« own, to recommend nothing but holy Living.“ 
By which you wou'd ſeem to inſinuate to the World, 
(the better to caſt Dirt on ſome of your Brethren) 
that they had blam'd the Preacher for inſiſting on 
prattical Chriſtianity, and promoting holy Living: 
But how often do you and others need to be told, 
that he was very i from being blam'd for chuſing 
fuch a Subject as he did, or for any Deſign he might 
have to advance Holineſs and Obedience? And God 
forbid, that any ſhould be blam'd, when they have 
nothing elſe in view but this. The very naming of 
his Text was very delightful to the Audience; and 
if he had kept to this, twould not, I am ſatisfy'd, 
have been taken amiſs by any, if he had not dropp'd 
a word concerning the Deity of our Saviour, and the 
Holy Ghoſt. The true Reaſon therefore why he 
fell under a general Diſlike, was, becauſe he left 
what you ſay, p. 2. was the Purport of his Text; 
7 and inſtead of purſuing the Deſign of this, attempt- 
\ ed to ſlur and depreſs the Chriſtian Faith, and doc- 
1 trinal Truths, and to run out into ſlanting Invectives, 
| and Innuendo's againſt ſuch as had been the Defend- 
| ers and Abettors of the received Faith among us; 
8 as if they, like ſo many blind and furious Zealots, 
had ſunk the Intereſt of Religion, and ſet the Church 
on Fire. But whether there was not more Fire ſcat- 
tered in the two laſt Sermons before the Aſſembly, 
than had been for many Years paſt, even by thoſe 

| Wno 


(3) 
who pleaded for Charity, and wou'd be thought the 

reateſt Patrons, if not the ſole Ingroſſers of it, I 
feave the Auditors to judge. And what Wonder 
then can it be, that many of their Brethren were fo 
backward to return Thanks for either of theſe Diſ- 
courſes? And 'tis hop'd, that others who ſucceed 
will ſhew more Diſcretion, and not fall into ſuch 
very odd Methods of promoting holy Living. 

If the only Purport of Mr. N.'s Text was, as 
you ſay, „To recommend holy Living, and he 
c had nothing to do with the Deity of our Saviour 
and the Holy Ghoſt,” Will you ſay, that his 
Text cou'd lead him, to repreſent theſe as uncon- 
cerning Truths, and Metaphyſical Points? and to fix 
ſo many black and odious Characters on thoſe to 
whom theſe Truths were of the higheſt Account? 
If he wou'd have ſaid nothing for theſe Truths, 
which yet are often mentioned, and great Streſs laid 
upon them in that Goſpel that bringeth Salvation; 
I think he ſhou'd have ſaid nothing againſt them, 
or thoſe who believe them on that account, This, I 
may be allow'd to think, was very foreign from his 
Text, and had at leaſt the appearance of too ſtrong: 
an Inclination to act as a Party concern'd, to ſerve 
and ſupport a Cauſe that he now diſowns; and *tis 
abundantly evident, that theſe were the Apprehenfi- 
ons of thoſe wiv are chiefly intereſted in that 
_ Cauſe, 4857 

I find, p. 4. it hath given you ſome Offence, that, 
by way of Emphaſis, I ſtile the Doctrines of the 
Beity of our Bleſſed Saviour and the Holy Ghoſt, as 
important Truths. 1 own I do fo, and you know, Sir, 
"tis no more than all the Writers on this ſide of the 
Queſtion have done; but you ask, “ Whether I 
„ know of one Truth reveal'd by infallible Wiſ- 
«© dom that is not important?“ Bur tho? I allow 
this, yet I won't ſuppoſe that you have ſo little 
Senſe, as to fay, that all things taught and com- 
manded in the ſacred Scriptures, are of equal Im- 
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portance, You can't be ignorant, that the Ferws 
were oblig'd to iythe Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, and 

et there were weightier matters of the Law, viz. 
dee, Mercy and Faith, Matt. xxiii. 23. In like 
manner, the Jets were obliged by their Religion to 
offer Burnt-offerings and Sacrifices; and yet *twas 
reckon'd by our Saviour as very diſcreet in the Scribe 
to ſay, That to love God with all the heart, &c. and 
gnd our neighbour as our ſelves, was more than all 
burnt-offerings and ſacrifices, Mark xii. 32, 33, 34. Tis 


trifling to ſuggeſt, that all the Truths and Laws deli- 


vered in the Scriptures, are of equal Importance, that 
*tis of equal Concern to Chriſtians, to believe, as ſome 
in the Apoſtle's time, that they might eat all things, or 
as others, that they might only eat Herbs, Rom. xiv. 2. 
as *tis to believe in Chriſt, and him crucified ; and 
even the Arians themſelves, as well as others, have 
other Thoughts of theſe things, that we hold, and 
they deny; and if they or we think amiſs, why 
han't you attempted to anſwer, what I have brought 
for the proof of it? p. 14, 15, 16. This looks as if 
your Deſign was rather to cavil and calumniate, than 
find out Truth. 

Tis what you may make a Jeſt of; but really, Sir, 
it is a melancholy Caſe, and very reproachful to all 
Revelation, and eſpecially to Chriſtianity, tho' I 
hope, not ſo intended, that Mr. N. ſhould mani- 
feſt ſuch an open Diſregard to the great Doctrines of 
the Goſpel, and Principles of Faith, and that you in 
his Vindication ſhould fall into the ſame Indifference 
about them, and treat them with the ſame, Za 
that he does, calling the received Doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity, Speculations, Subtilties, Peculiarities, - 
and diſtinguiſhing Schemes, that you ſhould ſer all 
Doctrines on the Level, and ſpeak no more fa- 
vourably of Truth than of Error; and that whilſt 
you diſcover the utmoſt Tenderneſs and Reſpect to 
the Patrons of what you own to be Error, you 
laſh the Advocates for Truth with the utmoſt Seve- 
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rity; repreſenting them as Impoſers, Perſecutors, 
#ncharitable Zealots, Bigots, and what not? I wou'd 
hope you had no Deſign in all this to pleaſure the 
Deiſts, and other Enemies of Chriſtianity : But me- 
thinks it ſhould not be very acceptable to any, 
but ſuch as would be glad to ſee the Bible, and all 
the great Truths it contains, laugh'd out of Coun- 
tenance. | 

Lou are pleaſed to lays P. 5. The Difference 
« among Chriſtians, truly ſo call'd, is comparatively 
« ſmall, the things wherein they agree being of 
„ vaſtly greater Concernment, than thoſe wherein 
« they differ; ſuch I mean as have denied Ungodli- 
„ neſs, c.“ Thus you exactly chime in with So- 
cinus, by inſinuating, that a good Life is the whole 
of Chriſtianity, and the only end of all Religion, 
Vera pietas, vitæque innocentia totam religionem com- 
plectitur, i. e. Tru, Piety and Innocency of Life, 
takes in the whole of Religion. This he aſſerted, 
purely to make way for favourable Thoughts of his 
pernicious Principles, and to blunt the Edge of any 
Oppoſition to them, that his Errors might paſs qui- 
etly through the World. But, Sir, what, Counte- 
nance had Socinus, Epiſcopius, or have you from Scrip- 
ture, thus to vilify Faith, or magnify Obedience? 
Where do the Scriptures ſpeak of Faith as a Mat- 
ter of Indifferency, or a thing of little or no Con- 
cernment in Religion ? Where do the Scriptures al- 
low us to lay aſide the Doctrines of Chriſtianity as 
diſputable and doubtful Matters? And is it not a 
likely way to promote holy Living, thus to encou- 
rage Infidelity, betray the Chriſtian Religion, and 
deliver up the Doctrines of it into the Enemies 
hand? Tho? you may make little of this; yet others, 
J hope, will be aware, and not ſuffer themſelves to 
be wheedled or cheated out of their Faith. Of this 
there ſeems to be no ſmall Danger; for the old Ad- 
yerſary appears to be grown {till wiſer by Experi- 


® Socin, Pref. in Reſpon. contra Pal. | 
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ence; and actordingly, inſtead of perſecuting the 
Truth by Fire and Sword, (Which rather inefeaſed 
the number of ſound Chriſtians) he hath now put 
on another Shape, and changed the courſe of his 
Proceedings, pretending to make uſe of the very 
Graces of the Spirit, Charity, Meekneſs and Moder a- 
tion, to undermine the Divine Truths and Doctrines, 
and flily to enſnare the Minds of Chriſtians into fa- 
vourable Thoughts of the moſt deſtructive Tenets. 
An ingenious Author hath lately made the fame 
Obfervation, telling us, „b That Benevolence and 
* god Nature are at preſent ſet up to be the main 


* pPromoters of Deiſm;“ and the fame Engine has been 


long at work, to promote Arianiſm, and other 
Errors. | 

You are pleaſed to fay alſo, p. 5, 6. that I up- 
braid Mr. N.'s Ignorance, for repreſenting the Dif- 
ferences between Chriſtians cacllre not circumſtan- 
tial, to be in Points metaphyſical. But I wou'd aſk 
you, Sir, (who 'tis likely may know more of Points 
metaphyfical than Mr. N. does) Whether one of 
the things that I mention'd, p. 13, 14. is a Point 
metaphygeal ? Have I one word of Perſon, Nature, 
Eſſence, Subſtance, Subſiſtence, Coeſſentiality ? &c. I 
enter into no nice metaphyſical Explications of the 
Trinity, as ſenfible, that by ſearthing I can't find out 
God, that I can't find out the Almighty to perfection; 
and that *tis impoſſible any finite created Being 
ſhou'd, how exalted ſoever that Being is. I meet 
with many inſuperable Difficulties concerning God's 
Eternity, Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, tho* moſt firmly 


perſuaded, that all theſe Perfections muſt belong to 


him. This hath ever made me very cautious, not 
to advance any /cholaſtick Subtilties, or any particular 
Theories about the Trinity, and very willing that 
others ſhou'd have as much Liberty as I deſign my 

ſelf in theſe more nice and intricate Speculations. 
And whatever you would infmuate to the World, 

. > Dife. of Charity, Sc. p. 159. 

4 | | -'. you 


the Difference is not ſo very great, nor of the 


may: However, to let this paſs, tis, I think, much leſs 


(7) | 
you can't but know, that ſuch Speculations and Subtil- 
ties were never inſiſted on in theſe Parts; but in 
plain terms, the Queſtion hath always been, Whe- 
ther Perſons believe in Chrift, and the Holy Spirit, 
as truly and properly God, and one God with the 
Father? whether they pay Divine Worſhip to them 
as ſuch? or whether they look upon them as at the 
diſtance of created Beings, and ſo pay them only 
Creature Worſhip, which in all Ages' hath been 


| eſteemed 1dolatry? Whether, when we were bap- 


tiz'd, it was into the Name of one God, and two 
Creatures, or into the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, as one infinite and eternal God? We 
ſay, that the Scripture hath given us no Medium, 
no Diſtinction between the true God and a Creature, 
or ſupreme Worſhip and downright Idolatry. We 
ſay, and you own we are right, in ſaying, that ue 
and proper Deity, belongs to Chriſt and the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well as the Father: But then you fay at 
the ſame time, p. 6. That tis plain to you, that 


% leaſt Concern which Side of the Queſtion ſo- 
ce var the Truth lies, if it certainly lies on either 
« Side. | 

I am really aſtoniſh'd, that any Man of Senſe 
ſnou'd ſo much as ſeem to queſtion, whether Truth 
muſt not be on one Side or other, when the Propo- 
ſition on the one Side is, that Chriſt is the true 
God, and on the other, that he is not. You ſay 
a little after, «+ That both parts of a Contradiction 
can't be true.” But here you ſeem to fay, they 


excuſable than a Blunder, to ſay, thar*tis not a Mat- 
ter of the laſt Concern, let the Truth lie on which 


| Side it will: But, Sir, let me aſk, what can be 


of the laſt Concern to Chriſtians, if not to. be 
ſatisfy d, whether the Object of their Faith, Love, 
1 and Truſt be God, os not? I wou'd beg leave 
lo to aſk, whether it be not of the /of Or to 
jeve, 


(8) 
believe, that the God whom we Chriſtians own and 
worſhip, is ſuch a Being as the Scriptures repreſent 
him? if ſo, according to yourſelf, the Scripture re- 
preſents him to us as Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
ſo that if any believe in him under any other Noti- 
on, *tis not the true God, but a fictitious Deity, a 
God of their own Fancy and Formation that they 
believe in. 

Again, I hope you'll excuſe me, if I aſk farther, 
whether it be not of the laſt Concern to Chriſtians to 
believe, that the Father is God? you'll hardly ven- 


ture, I ſuppoſe, to ſay, it is not. Tf not, I'll ven- 


ture to afirm, that 'tis of equal Concern to believe, 
that the Son is God. They are both Matters of Re- 
velation, and the Scriptures afford us no other, or 
better Arguments, to prove the Divinity of the Fa- 
ther, than they do to prove that of the Sox. For 
as the one is repreſented as the great Author of uni- 
verſal Nature, ſo is the other, All things were made by 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made, John 1. 3. All things were made by him and for him, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
and powers, Coloſſ. i. 16, 17. Is the Father repre- 
ſented as the great Preſerver of all things? ſo is the 
Son, He upheldeth all things by the word of his power, 
Heb. i. 3. By him all things conſiſt, Col. i. 17. Far- 
ther, as the Father is repreſented as infinitely wiſe, 

werful, holy, juſt, and good; ſo alſo is the Sonu. And 
Ariher, as the Father is repreſented as the great Ob- 
ject of religious Worſhip, ſo I ſhall have occaſion 
to ſhew that the Son is alſo; ſo that upon theſe ac- 
counts we may as ſafely deny the Deity of the Father, 
as we may the Godbead of the Son, and I may as 
well add, the Holy Ghoſt allo. 

I hope, Sir, you won't be offended, if I aſk once 
more, whether it be not a Matter of the laſt Concer, 
to believe that Chriſt is the true Meſſiah ? Our Sa- 
viour himſelf tells the Zews, That if they did not be- 


lieve this, they ſhould die in their ſins, John vill. * 
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I would fain therefore know, whether Chriſt could 
anſwer the Character of the true Meffah, unleſs he 
had been truly God? whether he could have been 
any other than a falſe Chriſt, if he had not been the 
Mighty God, the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
Peace, Iſal. ix. 6. Was not John the Baptiſt to be the 
Forerunner of the true Mz/iah? and was he any other 
the Forerunner of the great Fehovah ? Mal. iii. 1. Was 
he not to prepare the way of the God of Iſrael? 
1/ai. xl. 30. compared with Mat. iii. 3. Mark. i. 3. 
Luke 1. 16, 17. Theſe things, I think, are plain, 
and alſo unanſwerable. He that is not the true God, 
and the great God, (both which things are faid'of 
our Saviour, 1 J0hn v. 20. Titus ii. 14.) is not the 
true Meſſiah ; he is not the Glorious Perſon that 
ſhould come, but we are ſtill to look for another; we 
are not to receive him as Chriſt, nor his Religion as 
the true Religion, that came from Heaven: And 1 
leave it to Chriſtians. themſelves to judge, whether 
theſe things be not of the laſt Concern to them? _ 
I might multiply Queſtions of this kind; but L 
ſhall only crave your Patience to aſk one plain Queſ- 
tion more, viz. Whether it be not a matter of the 
laſt Concern, that we love our Saviour with all our 
Heart, Mind, Soul and Strength? This is the utmoſt 
that the Father claims, and of what Concern it is 
to Chriſtians we all know: But may we venture thus 
to love our Saviour without flat and groſs Idolatry, 
if we don'tacknowledge him to be the Far our God. 
Metaphyſicks have nothing to do with theſe things. 
Andrtho' every Plowman and Mechanick mayn't know 
what the Schoolmen and others have ſaid about Na- 
ture, Perſon, Eſſence, Subſtance, &c. tis yet the Duty 
of them all, to love and truſt in Chriſt, to ig” oh 
as their God and Saviour, to worſhip him in Spirit 
and in Truth, and to take care that they don't pay 
ſuch ſolemn Service to any Being that is not God. 
But you ſay farther, p. 6, 7. The Arian tells 
the Trinitarian, he believes Chriſt to be God — 
| C v6 we | 
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« well as himſelf.“ And I very well know, that he 


uſeth ſuch colluſeve Language, and ſays, as you juſtly 


repreſent him, that he makes Chriſt ſuch a God as 
his Bible makes him. And *tis obſervable, that 
this was the very expreſſion of one who was at the 
head of this Party, in the beginning of our very 
unbappy Troubles here in the Weft, which Perſon 
faid moreover, (when he was cloſely preſs'd with 
this Argument, that he made Chriſt to be ſuch a 
God, as that he muſt ceaſe to be God after the Re- 
ſurrection) that he cou'd not help that, he could 
make him. no other than the Scriptures made him; 


and what a fort of God he thought, and others ſtill 


think they make him, and the Seriptures do neo 


make him, I ſhall (for the fake of the plain hone 


Chriſtian, who, as well as you, and others, hath a 
Concern of the laft conſequence depending on this 
Affair) ſet down in two different Columns, one in 
the unerring Language of the Holy Ghoſt: concern- 
ing Chriſt ; and the other in the very Expreſſions of 
thoſe in the Weſt, who haye ſaid, and, ſtill ſay, as 
you repreſent them, that they make. Chriſt ſuch a 
God as their Bible makes him. By theſe two different 
Schemes, the plaineſt Chriſtian will eaſily. perceive, 
that the Arian, tho* he may ſay, that he believes 


that Chriſt is God, yet he makes him to be a God 


infinitely. different from what, the Scriptures do, or 
in other words, no God at all in a ſtrict or proper 
Senſe; nothing but a nominal Gad, a God by Office 
gud: Appointment, a created God, and ſuch a God, as 
another created Being might have been made; and 


when I have done this, I ſhall leave you and the 


World to judge, whether the Difference. between 
the Trinitarian and: Arian be ſo trifling as you 
make it; or whether it be not ſo great and funda: 
mental, as to alter the whole Scheme of the. Chriſtian 
Religion. And if the latter be true, the Determi- 
nation of this Point one way or other, muſt (con- 
trary to what you aſſert, p. 8.) be of the laſt and 


utmoſt 
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Sen Conſequence to Chriſtians; ſtill reſerving to 
the great Judge of the World his ſoverzign Prerogative 
of making what Allowances he in his infinite Wiſ- 


dom thinks fit, at the laſt Day, to thoſe who believe 
COnGAry to what his word directs. 


What the Scriptures bat the Arians have 


ſay concerning the {aidconcerning,Chriff's 
Godhead, Perfecti- 2 God, and the 2 ä 
ons, Worſhip, &c. fethions, Worſhip ip, &C. 


of Chriſt. bai belong fo him. 
The Word was God, That the Father of gur 
Joh. i. 1. Lord Jeſus Chtiſt is alone 


Chriſt came, tubo is over the one Gods, 
all, God bleſſed far ever- 
more, Rom. ix. 3.5.1 27 22 
Thou ſhalt call bis name 
Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is God with us, 
Mar. 1. 23. 
And many of the ebil- 
dren of Iſrael ſhall he turn 
to the Lord their God, 
Luke 1. 16. o/. B84 Ack 22. | 
3 it not robbery fo Chriſt is not repreſent- 
with God, Phil. ed in Scripture to be equal 


1 LUA. xx. 36. 2 55 do Gods. 
Tan ie firſt and the las, 


Rev. 1. 17. compar'd with 
Ta. xliv 6 Jam the firſt, 
and I am the laſt, and be- 
ſides me there is no God. 

My Father teorketh bi- 
therto, and I work, John | 
v. 17. 19. 26. 


* Mr. Pierce s Propoſ. concer- 
ning the Trin. i in a Letter to Mr. 
E 
| (EH P. 13˙ | 
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What the Scriptures 
. fay, &c. 


T and my Father are one, 
Joh. x. 30.c./7. 22.1673. &. 

Thy Throne, O God, is 
for 18 Heb. 1. 8.9 

The voice of the Lord 
came to him, ſaying, I am 
the God of Abraham, and 
the God of Ifaac, and the 
God of Jacob, As vii. 
32. compar*d with Deut. 
xxxili. 16. c 

Thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, but made 
himſelf of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of 
a ſervant, and was made 
in the likeneſs of man, Phil. 
11. 7. Toh j© 5 / Pe}. . 


Great is the myſtery of 


Godlineſs, God was mani- 
feſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. 
ili. 16. 

Let us make man in our 
image; ſo God created man, 
&c. Gen. 1. 26, 27. 

The Word was God, all 
things were made by him, 
and without him was not 
any thing made that was 
made, Joh. i. 1, 3. 

And thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haſt laid the foun- 
dations of the earth and the 
heavens, &c. Heb. i. 10. 


® Dr. Clark applies this to 
Chriſt, Scr. Doc. p. 105. 


What the Arians fo,% &c. 


The Word or Logos 
was an Intelligent Agent 
or Being, diſtinct 
the one God, the Father? 


If Chriſt was the ſu- 
preme God, how is it poſ- 
ſible for him to be with- 
out the Glory which eſ- 
ſentially belong d to him®? 


We deny the Term God 
ever comprehends more 
than one Perſon, when 
we ſpeak of God as our 
Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctifier, we ſpeak only 
of the Fathere. 


* Mr. Pierce's Propoſ. concer- 
ning the Trin. in a Letter to 
Mr. Enty. p. 7. . 
Mr. Pierce's Reply to Mr. 
0 p. 84 

, Mr. Pierce's Reply, p. 68. 
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What the Scriptures 
ſay, c. 


In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God, Joh. i. 1. 
All tbings were created b 
bim and for him, Col. 1. 1 
He that built all things i i 
God, Heb. iii. 4. Je C 2. 

To feed the Church of 
God which he purchas'd 


_ with his own blood, Acts 


XX. 28, 
& *Tis God that worketh in 
you, &c, Phil. 11. 13. 


i *Tis the ſame God that 


worketh all in all. All 
theſe worketh that one and 
the ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing 
to every man ſeverally as be 
will, 2 Cor. xii. 6, 11. 

e There are three that bear 
record in heaven, the Fa- 
ther, the Word and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three 
are one. If we receive the 
witneſs of men, the witneſs 
of God is ons Joh. v. 


7, 9. com 
My Fes gps and my God, 


| Joh. xx. 28. 


And many of the chil- 
dren of Iſrael ſhall be turn 
zo the Lord their God, 


(13) 


What the Arians 05 &c: 


The Scripture by the 
Word Son and Holy 
Ghoſt does not mean any 
thing in the one God, but 
two real Perſons diſtin& 
from him*. 


Luke i. 16. /4 2. 22.6 30J0h 834 


Thou haſt noi lyed unto 


men, but unto Cod. Hans 4. 1% 


Matteo Luk 10.18. Toa, eo. 
 Y.4-8 


*M . Hallet's Reconciler, p: 
What 


ſay, &c. 


This is the true God and 


eternal life, 1 Joh. v. 20.9. 


That was the true light, 
which lighieth every man 
that cometh into the world, 
&c. Joh. 1. 9. compar'd 
with 1 John i. 5. God is 
ligbt. C >- 

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God; all things were 


made by him, &c. Joh. i. 


I, 2, 3. compar'd with 
Rom. i. 20. Pſalm xc. 2. 
Gen. i. 1. Mal. ii. 10. 
The inviſible things of him 


from the creation are clear- 


ly ſeen, being underſtood by 


the things that are made, e- 


ven his eternal power and 
Godhead. E ph.3-9. #5 /. 2. 

From everlaſting to ever- 
laſting, thou art God. 

In the beginning God cre- 
ated the heavens and the 
earth. 

Hath not one God created 
us? . | 
Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hoſts, the whole 


earib is full of his glory. Al- 
fo T heard the voice of the 


Lord, ſaying, whom ſhall 
T jend, aud who will go for 
#5? Iſa. vi. 3, 8. compar'd 


(14) 


What the Arians ſay, &c.. 
Chriſt is never called 
the trueGod in Scriptures. 


The Word God when 
apply*d to Chriſt does not 
ſignify infinite Perfecti- 
ons, but only the relation 
he bears to Creatures as 
their King and the Object 
of their Obedienceb. 


Jeſus was not eflentially 
Lord, but made ſo by 
the Father. mh 

* Mr. H—-!'s Reply to Dr. 


Waterland, p. 24. [ 
> Mr. H— 5s, Reconciler, p. 


10. 1 
Mr. : Unity, G. 


p-. 42. What 


—— 


- 
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What the Scriptures 


fay, &c. 


with Jobn xii. 41. Theſe 


things ſaid Jaias when he 
ſau his Glory and ſpake of 
5 4 , 4 


III. 

Preaching peace by Feſus 
Chriſt, be 5 Lord of al, 
Acts xi. 36. 2 36 

inning baſk laid the faun- 
ations of the earth, &c. 
FRED. 1; 104 

The Lordof Glory, 1Cor. 

1, 8. James ii. 1.5% 7 71 


King of kings, and Lord 


He is thy Lord, and wor- 


In bim dwelt All the Ful- 
neſs of the Godbead bodily, 
Col. ii. 9.J6h.14.10- 

All things that the Fa- 


What the Arians ſay,&c. 


of lords, Rev. xix. 16. J 2.0. 
ſhip thou him, Pla]. xlv. 11 2.26. | 


The ſame abſolute Per- 
fections are not aſcrib'd 


to Chriſt that are ta the 
Fathers. | 


ther hath, are mine, John. 


XVI. 18. C. % J. J 2 7 28/8: 
Sohn. 33 by 


Omniſcience aſcrib'd to 
Chriſt, 


In whom are hid all the 


treaſures of wiſdom and 


_ & #nowleage, Col. ii. 3. All 
| the churches 


ſhall know, 
that I am he that ſearcheth 


the heart and reins, Revel. 
11. 23, compar'd with Fer. 
xvii. , 


deceitful,” &c. why can 


o. The Heart is 


None of the Perfeftions 
that are peculiar to God, 
are ever afcrib'd to our 
Saviour, or the 
. OM 


SM. Pierct's Proof. . #4- 
. Mr, Piers Reply. 67 1. 
What 


(16) 


What the Scriptures 
ſay, &c. 


know it? I the Lord ſearch 
the heart, I try the reins, 
&c. 

He knew all men, Joh. 
11, 24. 

Thou knoweſt all things, 
Joh. xvi. 30. Lord thou 
Rknoweſt all things, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee, 
Joh. xx1. 17. 


Thou knoweſt the hearts 


of all men, Acts i. 24. 


compar'd with 1 Kings viii. 


39. where this is made pe- 
culiar to the great God. 
For thou, even thou only 
knoweſt the hearts of the 


children of men. 


Omnipreſence aſcrib'd 
to Chriſt. 


No man hath aſcended up 
to heaven, but he that came 
down from heaven, even 
the Son of Man which is 
in heaven, Joh. iii. 13. 

For where two or three 
are gather'd together in my 
name, there am I in the 
midſt of them, Mat. xviul. 
20. 

Lo! T am with you al- 
way, even to the end of the 


World, Mat. xxviii, 20. 


What the Arians ſay, &c. 


Where doth he (mean- 
ing Mr. Euty) find it in 
Mr. Pierce's Eva that 
the Son hath infinite Per- 


fections, or the Worſhip, 


Power and Prerogatives 


of the ynbegotten or ſu- 


preme Gods ? 


5 Mr. Pierci'i Reply, p. 94. 5 
What 
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What the Scriptures 
ſay, Cc. 


Unchangeableneſs aſ- 
crib'd to Chriſt. 
Jeſus Chriſt the ſame 
yeſterday, and to day and 
for ever, Heb. xiii. 8. 
As a veſture ſhalt thou 


fold them up, and they ſhall 


be changed: but thou art 
the ſame, and thy years 
ſhall not fail, Heb. 1. 12. 
Eternity aſcrib'd to 
Chriſt. 

In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God, Joh. i. 1. 

Before Abraham was 1 
am, Joh. viii. 58. com- 
par'd with Exodus iii. 14. 
1 am hath ſent meunto you, 
Jam the firſt and the laſt, 
Rev. i. 17. compar'd with 
La. xliv. 6. Thus ſaith the 
Lord the King and his Re- 
deemer the Lord of Hoſts, 
Jam the firſt, and Iam the 
laſt, and beſides me there 


is no God. | 
He is before all things, 


| and by him all things conſiſt, 


Cos. 1. 29... -- 
Iam Alpha and Omega, 


tobich is, and which was, 


and which is to come, the 


Almighty, Rev, i. 8, 


What 


- .'s ” "i „ 


4) 
What the Scriptures — 
ſay, &c. 


Omnipotence and Ma- 
jeſty aſcrib d to Chriſt. 


Upbolding all things by 
the Word of his Power, 
Heb. i. 3. % /7.2. 
Whatſoever things the 
Father doth, the Son doth 
likewiſe. Joh. v. 19.0% 
Who ſhall change our vile 
body, that it may be {apr 
on'd like unto his glorious 
body, according to the work- 
ing, whereby be is able even 
to ſubdue all things unto bim- 
Self, Phil. iii. 21. 
His name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the | 
mighty God, &c. Iſa. ix. 6. 
compar*d with Ja. x.21. 
The remnant ſhall return, 
even the remnant of Jacob 
u unto the Mighty God. 
The glorious appearance 
of the great God, &c. who 
gave himſelf for us, Tit. 


Il 13, 14.9273 Weg 
Holineſs, Truth and F 
Faithfulneſs aſcrib'd 7 
to Chriſt. k 
Theſe things ſaith be that = 
is holy, he that is true, be wo i 


that openeth and no nan 3 
ſoutteth, &c. Rev. iii. 7. 
| What. 


(179) 
What the Scriptures 
ſay, &c. 


But ye deny'd the Holy 
One and the Juſt, Acts iii. 
14. LI. G. 

To anoint the moſt Holy, 
Dan. ix. 24. C Heb., g. 

. Theſe things ſaith the A- 
men, the faithful and true 
witneſs, Rev. iii. 14. 279. 

He was called faithful 
and true, and in righteouſ- 
neſs doth he judge and make 
war, Rev. xix. 11. Heo.3.j | Be 
2 Give. 2.2. 


Juſtice and Goodneſs aſ- 
crib'd to Chriſt, 


Shewed before the com- 
ing of the Fuſt One, Acts 
VII. 52. / -- 

Theſe things ſaith the Firſt 
and the Laſt, I know thy 
works, and 1 will pive thee 
a crown of life, we. li. 6 
8, 10. con . Rom. 623K. / 7. 2. 

Iwill give to every one of 
you according to bis works, 
Rev. ii. 23. Ro. . $10; 

Thy throne, O God, is 

or ever; a ſceptre of righ- 
| teouſneſs is a ſcepire of bby 
kingdom, Heb. 1. 8.c. 9- 

The Lord is gracious, 10 
whom coming as unto a liv- 
ing ſtone, &c. 1 Pet. ii. 
3 4. 


D 2 What 
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What the Scriptures 
ſay, Sc. 


For the ſame Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call 
upon him, Rom. x. 12. 

T give unto them eternal 
life, Joh. x. 29. C23. 

Bebold, I come quickly, 
and my reward is with me, 
to give to every man accor- 
ding to his works, Rev. xxii. 
11. ok. 17-2- 


Worſhip to be paid to 
Chriſt and the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


Let all the Angels of God 
worſhip him, Heb. i. 6./7% 3.29. 


* 8 ” 
* % 


That all men ſhould ho-#©r- 20 22 


nour the Son as they honour 
the Father, Joh. v. 23.27. 

He is thy Lord, and wor- 
ſhip thou him, Pal. xlv. 
11. Fel. 2.36. | 

Lord Jeſus receive my 
ſpirit ; Lord lay not this 
fin to their charge, Acts 
vii. 59, 60. 

For this thing I beſought 
the Lord thrice that it might 
depart from me, 2 Cor. 
X11. 8. 

And they prayed, and 
ſaid, thou, Lord, bes which 
tnoweſt the hearts of all, 
ſhew whether of theſe two 
thou baſt choſen, Acts i. 24. 


— 
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What the Scriptures 
ſay, &c. 


Baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Mat. xxviy. 19. 

The Grace of M Lord 


Feſus Chriſt, and the love of 


God, and the fellowſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with you 
all Amen, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

Now our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt himſelf, and God, 
even our Father, comfort 
and ftabliſh you in every 


good word and work, 2 


Theſſ. ii. 16, 17. 


Thus, from the Scriptures I have produc'd, and 
the Sayings of the Arian compar'd with them, I have 
made it, I hope, abundantly evident, that the Arians 
are ſo far from making Chriſt ſuch a God as their 
Bible makes him, that there's the wideſt Difference 
between what the Scriptures and the Arians ſay con- 
cerning the Godhead of our bit ſſd Saviour; and that 
Chriſt, inſtead of having none of the Perfections, 
Worſhip, Power and Prerogatives of the ſupreme 
God, hath all of them aſcrib*d to him in the ſacred 
Scriptures ; and farther, that he is ſpoken of as doing 
all the Works of the moſt high God ; to which I might 
have added, had it been neceſſary, that he hath all the 


Titles, as well as the Attributes of the ſupreme God; 


and if your Vindication of Mr. N. had made it neceſſa- 
ry, I couldeafily have ſhewn, that the Scriptures ſpeak 
in the ſame manner of the Holy Ghoſt: By what is 
offer'd the plaineſt Chriſtian may eaſily perceive, 
that the Difference between Scripture and Arianiſm is 


really irreconcileable, and can never ſtand together, 
| as 


(22) 

as to the important Points of Chriſt's Deity and Per- 
fetions, his Works and Worſhip. 
And IT would hope, Sir, that theſe and innumer- 

able other Expreſſions of the Arians, ſo contrar 
to, and irreconcilable with Scripture, and alſo ſo 
very diſparaging to him, who, according to St. Tho- 
mas, is the Lord our God, John xx. 28. ſhould be 
very ſhocking to you, and all that own him to be 
their God, as well as Saviour. *Tis moſt clear from 
the little I have mention'd, what a God they think 
their Bible makes him; one that did not begin to 
be God till after his Reſurrection, according to the 
Import of ſome of their Expreſſions, and one who 
will ceaſe to be God after the Reſurrection of others, 
and their final Judgment. And what need is there, 
that any critical Learning, Philoſophy, Fathers, or 
Councils, ſhould be preſs'd into the Service, to 
know, whether our Bleſſed Saviour be thus repre- 
ſented in Scripture, or no? For the plaineſt Chriſtian, 
whatever you ſuggeſt, p. 7. may very eaſily ſee, by 
what I have brought from Scripture, and a great deal. 
more that might be brought to the ſame Purpoſe, 
that the Scriptures ſpeak of our Bleſſed Saviour in a 

very different manner from what the Arians do. 

There are no Clouds, Darkneſs, or Confuſion in 
theſe Expreſſions; and to ſay nothing of the Bla/- 
phemy ony carry in them, the plain Chriſtian that 
looks no farther than his Bible, may ſee, that ſuch 
Expreſſions are as directly contrary thereto, as Dark- 
neſs is to Light. And, pray Sir, who are the 
Perfons, that have, fince the beginning of this un- 
happy Controverſy of late, talk*d ſo much of Per- 
fon, Being, Swb/iſtence, &c. and brought ſo many 
metaphyſical Wranglings into it as the Gentlemen who 
have oppoſed the Deity of our Saviour and the Holy 
Ghoſt? This hath heen their ſtrongeſt Refuge, and by 
this Method, they have endeavour'd to puzzle and. 
. a very plain Gauſe, in which the plain Chriſ- 
ſtian was entirely ſatisfied, till they who thought 
| | they 
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they faw farther into things, than all the Chriſtian 
World befides, had by their Sophiſtry, and metaphyſical 
Jargon raiſed a Duſt, and kindled theſe Diſturbances 
amongſt us, which have been ſince attended with ſo 
many melancholy Conſequences. | 

Bur yet ſo very fond are you of thoſe Gentlemen, 
notwithſtanding all the Miſchief that hath ſprung 
from their diſturbing the Churches by their unſcrip- 
tural and moſt reproachful Notions of Chriſt and 
the Holy Ghoſt, that you ſeem very angry, p. 17. 
that the Arians have been repreſented, «+ as Deny- 


ers of the Lord that bought them, as Blaſphem- 


« ersof their Bleſſed Saviour, Sc.“ Bur, Sir, is it 
not true, that thoſe who deny Chriſt's Deity, do deny 
Chriſt? Don't they ſet up a Chriſt that's different from 
the true Chriſt? Don't they ſet up a created Saviour, 
inſtead of an uncreated ? a finite Saviour, inſtead of 
an infinite? a Saviour ſubject to change, inſtead of an 
unchangeable one? a Saviour of a limited Underſtand- 
ing, inſtead of one that is Omniſcient ? And muſt not 
ſuch then deny the very Being of the true Chriſt? 
and ſubſtitute a Saviour of their own, a Saviour thac 
the Scriptures know nothing 'of in the Room of 
him? And is it not moſt true of thoſe who do ſo, 
that they bla/pheme Chriſt, when they thus ſpeak of 
him as a poor precarious Being in compariſon of 
God, who yet is God over all, and bleſſed for ever- 
more ? When they repreſent him as a finite depen- 
dent Being, when yet the Scriptures ſpeak of him, 
as one in whom dwelt all the fullneſs 1 Godbead bo- 
dily? How can it be better than Blaſphemy, to ſpeak 
of Chriſt in that moſt diſparaging way that ſome 
have done, and ſay, that he hath nos ſo much as 
one of the Divine Perfections, when he is poſſeſs'd 
of all, and when all that the Father bath is his? 

Sir, whatever you may think of thoſe who thus 
blaſpheme Chriſt, I can take them to. be no other 
than the Underminers of Chriſtianity, and Subverters 
of the Faith of the Goſpel ; and yet however, tho 

we 


- 
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we can't but think the Arians to be ſo, and that their 
Opinions concerning Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt are 
moſt groſs and monſtrous, I don't know, that any 
amongſt us have call'd them the Monſters of Man- 
kind: And tho? we think, * that a Traitor (to uſe 
« your own Words) againſt an earthly Potentate 
4 worthy of Death, and that a Murderer of his 
« earthly Father is alſo obnoxious to Death; *? yet 
we never thought with you, that this Puniſhment 
ought to be inflicted on ſuch as vilify the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth; But think (whatever you may) 
that the Church of Rome is very much to be blam'd, 
for roaſting, what you (and not we) call ſuch ac- 
curſed Villains among other Hereticks, Such Terms 
of Reproach you can't find (that I know) in any 
of your Brethrens Writings ; you may go on to re- 
preſent them in as odious a'Dreſs as you think fit; 
yet ſtill they know what belongs to Humanity and 
good Manners, and have upon all Occaſions thewn 
themſelves as great Enemies to all ſanguinary Proceed- 
ings, and much greater Strangers to all epprobrious 
Language, than their very charitable Oppolers have. 
ou ſeem to allow, p. 12, that ſuch Methods 
may be uſed to ftop the Growth of Arianiſm, as 
the Goſpel will juſtify. And can you ſay with any 
Truth, that any other Methods have been us'd? 
Hath it been ever a Method with us, as you inſi- 
nuate, p. 13. to curſe and damn them? Sir, I defy 
you, Mr. N. and all Mankind to prove, that any 
Step hath been taken to prevent the ſpreading of 
Arianiſm, but what is according to Scripture. 
You are pleaſed to ask, p. 17. What I have 
« written in Vindication of the eternal Deity of the 
„Son and Holy Ghoſt?” But, Sir, as impertinent 
as you make me, p. 1. I thought 'twas not my Buſi- 
neſs to vindicate theſe great Doctrines in my Letter 
to Mr. N. any farther than they were ſlur'd and op- 
poſed by him in his Sermon. And, Sir, if theſe 
Orations, as you call them, p. 17. from 5 
ames 
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Names that have inte don't prove the Charge 
of Jdolatry againſt Arians and Socinians, which 
Mr. NM. had acquitted them of, why han't you or 
he attempted to ſhew the Weakneſs and Inconcluſive- 
neſs of them? For till this be done, I muſt con- 
clude them guilty of what is charg'd upon them; 
and chis, if there was nothing elſe, is ſuch an Ob- 
jection againſt their Opinion, as ſhould render it de- 
teſtable to all Chriſtians, and will juſtify all the Qp- 
ſition that hath been made againſt their Principles. 
ou thew indeed your good Will, p. 8. to acquit 
the Arians of this Charge, which hath, and will lie 
as a dead Weight upon their darling Notion: But 
what have you offer'd in their Vindication, that hath 
not been anſwered and baffled over and over? You ſay, 
„ That we muſt worſhip the Father through the 
« Son, by the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit.“ But is 
this the only Method of Worſhip that the Scriptures 
recommend? Yea, where are the Scriptures ſo ex- 
ceeding plain (as-you fay) in recommending this Me- 
thod at all? In the Arian Senſe, in Favour of which 
you ſeem to offer it, it is no way allowable, but 


condemned. The Scriptures never exclude our Sa- 


viour and the Holy Ghoſt from being the Objects of 
our Worſhip, tho' they often, and always exclude 
all created Objects whatſoever: But tho*' the Method 
you ſpeak of may be allow*d, when not intended to 
favour this excluſive Senſe; yet 'tis far from bei 
as you inſinuate, the only Method of Scripture 
Worſhip. This was not the Method St. Paul took, 
when he had a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger of Satan 
#0 buffet bim: But under this fore Affliction, tis 
ſaid, be beſought the Lord thrice, 8c. 2 Cor. xii. 8, 
9, 10. i. e. he beſought the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as is 
clear from the Context, and own'd even by Dr, Clark 
himſelf=. The Father is not ſa much as mentio- 
ned; which Omiſſion the Apoftle, we may believe, 
wou'd not bave been guilty of, if this Act of his 
Dr. Clark's Serip. Doc. &c: p. 1 6. A 
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- Worſhip, and that upon an extraordinary Occaſion, 
had not been terminated upon Chriſt. 

We may obſerve, the ſame Method of Worſhip 


was us'd by all the Apoſtles together, when they 


wanted an Apoſtle to fill up the Place of Judas. 
Acls i. 24. And they prayed, and ſaid, thou Lord, 
which knoweſt the hearis of all men, &c. Even 
- Dr. Clark can't deny, that this 1s moſt properly 
meant of Chriſt our Lord b. This hath been often 
urg' d, but never anſwer'd: But that there may be 
no room to quibble, as ſome of your Friends the 
. Arians have done, as if theſe words might be ap- 
 ply'd to the Father, Jl mention a place or two 
more where there can be no Room for theſe Quib- 
bles. One is, Ads vii. 59, 60. where we have 
theſe Petitions of the Protomartyr St. Stephen, Lord 
Jeſus receive my ſpirit, Lord lay not this fin to their 
charge. Here 'tis remarkable, that St. Stephen ap- 
plies directly to Chriſt, and that not as Mediator, 
but as God, to ſave his own Soul, and forgive his 
Enemies; both which Acts of Mercy do properly 
belong to God, and none elſe; and this hath been 
often prov'd to be the Practice of the primitive 
Church in its firſt and pureſt Ages, and a Practice 
warranted by the Apoſtles, who alſo joined the 
Holy Ghoſt with the Father and Son, as one of the 
glorious Givers and Fountains of ſuch Bleſſings as 
the Churches ſtood in need of. Thus we have them 
join'd, Rev. i. 4, 5. 2 Cor. Xi. 14. where 'tis ob- 
ſervable, that as the Father is put firſt-4n one Place, 
fo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in the other, as he is alſo 
in another Prayer, 2 The/ſ. ii. 16, 17. which as 
Mr. Enty e long fince obſerv'd to Mr. P ce, would 
be ſtrange and unaccountable, if the Apoſtle had 
thought our Saviour, as the Arians do, to be an in- 
ferior God, a God by Office and Deputation. Mr. P—ee 
was forc'd to own, d that this was a Difficulty that he 
> Script, Doct. p. 32 FTruth and Liberty conſiſt. &c. 
p. 190. © Reply to Mr. Euch, p. 9. Es 
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was not able to account for. This is eaſily account- 
ed for, when we don't look upon our Saviour and 
the Holy Ghoſt, as inferior ſubordinate Beings, but 
equal with the Father in Power and Glory, Buc 
on the Arian Hypotheſis, it will admit, I think, of 
no Anſwer : But then this Practice, and theſe Prayers 
of the Apoſtle for the beſt and higheſt Bleſſings, 
will not only warrant a ſolemn and diſtin Applica- 
tion to all the Perſons of the ever Bleſſed Trinity for 
the Bleſſings that we need, but are a ſacred Di- 
rectory to us, how we may, and ought to conduct 
our ſelves in the matter of Worſhip. | 

You ſay, we muſt worſhip Chriſt as Mediator, 
and ſeem plainly to intimate, as if he ought to be 
worſhipped on no other account, This laſt I have 
proved to be contrary to Scripture ; and add, that 
all the Angels are oblig*d to worſhip him, who don't 
need, that we know, his Mediation, and that the 
whole Hoſt of Heaven will be oblig'd to worſhi 
him for ever, when his mediatorial Office IS reſign'd. 
I have no Controverſy wich you, whether he who is 
Mediator ought to be worſhip'd. This is what I 
earneſtly contend for; and from hence conclude, 
that he muſt be God; becauſe Chriſtians are ſtrictly 
oblig*d not to do ſervice to that which by nature is not 
God; and becauſe I find Chriſt himſelf hath confin*d 
all religious Worſhip only and entirely to God, Mat. 
iv. 10. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. So that when I worſhip Chriſt, 
tis purely on this Account, that he is truly God, 
and that the fullneſs of the Godbead dwells bodily in him. 
And were it not upon this Account, I could never 
have been oblig*d, or ever venture to worſhip him 
at all. The Godhead of Chriſt is the great and the 
only Foundation of the Worſhip that is paid him. 

f we conſider Chrift as to his human Nature, we 
ought, I own, to pay him the higheſt Reſpect that is 
due to any created Being : But as we can't with any 


Propriety be ſaid to warſhip an Angel with religi: 
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ous Worſhip, becauſe we pay him a diſtinguiſhing 
Reſpect, from what we do to a Creature of an in- 
ferior Rank ; ſo neither can we be faid to worſhip 
Chriſt; becauſe as Man we pay him a higher Ne- 
ſpect than we do to an Angel. When Chriftians call 
on the Name of the Lord Jeſus, as Saul after his Con- 
verſion, and in his great Diſtreſs ; as St. Stepben at 
his Death ; and as the ege of Apoftles, when 
they choſe a Fellow Apoſtle, then they ought to con- 
fider him as the great God, and pay their Homage 
to him as ſuch, and not as having a human Soul, 
Fleſh and Blood. This wonld be Creature-worſhip, 
Worſhip always condemn'd in the facred Scriptures, 
and ſuch, as I hope, you won't charge the Apoſtles 
with, when they ſo often condemn it. So that 
whatever you think, I am under no Neceſſity of 
diſtinguiſhing between Worſhip, and Worſhip ; the 
Worſhip paid to the great God, through a Me- 
diator, and the Worſhip paid to him who is Medi- 
ator, for the Worſhip is the fame. *T'was no other 
than the great God that was united to the human 
Nature, and as ſuch Chriftians ought to worſhip him, 
and not as having the human Nature: Nor have the 
Socinians, Arians or Papiſts, who all have been forc'd 
to own that Chriſt ought to be worſhipped, been 
ever able to prove, that he ought to be worſhipped 
as Man. 


After you have artfully enough manifeſted your 


good Will to acquit the Arians of the Charge of 


idolatry, you are pleas'd to tell me, p. 9. That 
you don't wonder that the Deiſts ſo abound,” 
and would in ſinuate, as if this was owing to thoſe 
whom Mr. N. and you repreſent as Creed-makers, 
Perſecutors and Impoſers, i. e. thoſe who have ap- 


pear'd moſt zealous in Defence of the Deity of our 


Saviour and the Holy Ghoſt: But, Sir, have thoſe 
ven the leaſt Advantage to the Deiſts, or do you 


now any of them that have turn'd Deiſts, or ap- 


tf.» # 


pear'd as Advocates for them? No, ttis plain, F 
| | think, 


ren 


* 


9 bee (Þ 


+ WW ve 7 © WV... $&” © CY. Gy IJ 


(29) | 
think, that theſe Infidels are the Dyegs of Ariahs, 
Seepticks and Free-thinkers, atid that tis amongſt theſe 
that the Deiſts have made their late unhappy and nu- 
merous Conqueſts. And in my turn, I don't won- 
der, that Religion, and eſpecially reveal'd, ſhould be 
look'd upon as Prieſtcraſt, when among thoſe who 
would be thought zealous for Revelation, ſome have 
complitnented the Deiſts with the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, others with that of Original Sin, others 
with the Eternity of Hell Torments, others with the 
Neccſlity of Divine Grace to make Perſons good; and 
when others have told them, that ſome of the groſſeſt 
Errors are very harmleſs things; that good Works 
are all, and Faith nothing; that God will make no 


Diftin&tion hereafter between the beft and worſt. 


of the Heathen World, but will doom all promiſcu- 
ouſly, together with the non- adult Children of Chri- 
ſtians, to the ſame eternal Inſenſibility. 

Many of the Deiſts have too much Senſe not to 


ſee how they have been thus complimented by one and 


the other with a great part of the Bible. And how 
can any Deiſt chuſe but ſneer? and if he ben't a little 
polite, how can he chuſe but rudely call it Prieftcraft, 
when he hears Perſons crying, the Bible! the Bible! 
pretending to take the whole Bible for their Rule, 
and yet thus tamely ſurrendring the greateſt part of 
it? And really I can't fee but Infidelity is likely to 
increaſe and-grow faſt upon us, when Perſons are 
come to make little or nothing of the Faith of the 
Goſpel, and one Doctrine of the Goſpel is thus qui- 
etly given up after another into the Hands of thoſe 
Tnfidels. They muſt promiſe themſelves, that ay 
ſhall carry all before them, if thoſe whom you ſo 
charitably and civilly repreſent as Creed-Makers, and 
thoſe who hereticate and damn their fellow Creatures 


others, as I hope they will. Tis certain, they never 
took us to be their Friends, and Promoters of their 
Cauſe, and J hope they will never find us fo, 
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believe, whatever you inſinuate, you can't pro- 
duce a Sentence out of all the Writings of the Trini- 
tarians ſo favourable to the Cauſe of Deiſm as what 
you offer, p. 38. vixz. That if any of them can 
« plead their Sincerity in a Judgment Day, this 
«« Plea, through the Merits of Chriſt ſhall be acceprt-. 
« ed,” This I can't but take to be very looſe Divi- 
nity, and ſeems rather to be taken from the Alcoran, 
or the Leviathan, than the Bible. Both theſe do hold, 
that all Men, in all Religions, are equally acceptable 
to God, if they ſerve him faithfully in them: But 
where doth the Bible ſpeak thus looſely? Our firſt 
Reſormers, I am ſure, had very different Apprehen- 
fions in this Matter, and therefore in the eighteenth 
Article of the Church of England they ſeverely con- 
demn thoſe who preſume to 2 That every Man 
„ ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Sect which he pro- 
« feſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his Life ac- 
« cording to that Law and the Light of Na- 
e ture, Sc.“ This they thought did exclude the 
Faith in Chriſt; and, if this be true, the Deiſt will 
eaſily think, that Chriſtianity is a uſeleſs Inſtitution. 
I am very far from thinking, that you have any ſuch 
Thoughts; but am very ſorry that the World ſhould 
be tempted to believe, that all Errors of the Under- 
ſtanding, tho' never ſo repugnant to the greateſt 
Truths'of the Goſpel, are innocent, or at leaſt very 
pardonable Miſtakes ; Obedience being the true Evan- 
gelical Faith, and a wicked Life the worſt Hereſy. 
According to you, there is little or no Difference 
to be made that I can ſee between ' Gentile, Chriſtian, ' 
and Mahometan, between Orthodox and Heretick. 
All Names of Diſtin&tion muſt be laid aſide, as di- 
ſturbing the Quiet and Peace of Mankind; for, tho? 
they may differ in ſome ſpeculative Points, yet amongſt 
a Variety of Judgments all ſhall be well, whether 
they hold one Article of the Faith of the Gbſpel or 
no, as long as they agree in the neceſſary Duties of 
Picty and Charity, Is nat this fine Diviniiy? 2 
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could the Deiſts deſire any thing that's better calcu- 
lated to give a Spread to their Infidelity? But ' tis 
very melancholy to think how far Perſons may run, 
and how far ſome have run in theſe looſe Notions. 
Of this Socinus was a ſad Inſtance, who, after his De- 
nial of the Divinity of Chriſt, went ſo far from one 
Step to another, that at laſt he came to aſſert, That 
„ he who obeys his Reaſon, obeys God; and, if he 
« be an honeſt Man, or a Perſon of Probity, tis 
« not material, whether he knows or thinks that 
<< there be any God at all-.“ And, Sir, ſhould not 
ſuch things as theſe make the Lovers of the Goſpel a 
little jealous at ſuch a time as this, when all the 
Fences of Religion are broken down by ſome, and 
Men allow'd and encourag'd to believe what the 
pleaſe; when the Diſtinction between Orthodox and 
Heretick, Believer and Infidel 1s exploded, as if theſe 
Names were mere Bugbears to frighten weak Perſons 
into the Belief of ſtrange Doctrines and incompre- 
henſible Myſteries. vx 
The Miniſters of Chriſt, who are alſo call'd Steww- 
ards of the Myſteries of God, 1 Cor. iv. 1. ſhould be 
the laſt that ſhould encourage ſuch Latitudes : But yet 
you ſeem to reſent it, that Mr. N. ſhould be charg'd 
with the Omiſſion of inſtructing the ignorant and unbe- 
lieving World in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and, for 
Anſwer, would have me conſider his Text and Audi- 
tory. But, Sir, to what purpoſe is this? For he is 
not charg'd here with any thing that could relate to 
his Text, or that particular Auditory; but what he 
was blam'd for, was for his many Intimations, that a 
Miniſter's Buſineſs was ſo very much reſtrain'd to 
practical Religion, that he was not to be much con- 
cern'd for the great Principles of Faith and Ortho- 
doxy in Judgment; when on the other hand you know 


I inſiſted on both, as of equal Neceſſity and Impor- 


Probitatis ftudioſus, qui rationi obedit, Deo obedit, etiamſi 
alioqui ipſum Deum non eſſe quidem, aut ſciat, aut cogitet. Se- 
ain. Comment. in 4 Cap. Epiſt. Feb. 6. 4 
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tafnce, and had Reaſon to think J had abundantly 
prov'd it from a rear Number of Texts of Scrip- 
| oh to that Pu But I find, tho” they ſtood In 
your way, you make a ſhift to — them all over as if 
they did not deſerve the leaſt ard, Mr. N. might 
have omitted the Doctrine of the Deity of our Savioyr 
and the HolyGhoft if he had thought ft but what Oe- 
caſion was there to ſlight that Doctrine, and give the 
Auditory and the World Oecaſion to believe, that 
the Controverſy between us and the Arians was pure- 
ly metaphyſical, and that xwas of little or no Concern 
to Chriſtians which ſide of the Queſtion was true? 
St. Paul, Tam perſuaded, muſt have other Thoughts 
of Errors than many are now willing to entertain; 
for elſe I can never think he would have wrote ſeveral 
of his Epiſtles upon the ſtarting up of erronequs Do- 
rrines in the Churches of Galatia, Epbeſus, Philippi, 
Rec. tho? their Errors did not draw them off from Be- 
lieving thoſe great Doctrines, that Fefſus was the 
Chriſt, the Son of God, and God over all. How ſeverely 
does he treat the firſt of theſe Churches, and how 
roundly does he deal with them? charging them with 
ſubverting the Chriſtian Religion, and ling from 
the Grace of the Goſpel : Nay, he denouneeth a very 
terrible Anathema againft them, and aſſures them, 
that whilſt they continued in theſe their Errors, Chrift 
could profit them nothing. And then, in his Epiſtles 
to Timotby and Titus, he ſhews his Indignation againſt 
erroneous Doctrines in Religion, and ſtrictly chargeth 
Timothy to take heed to his Doctrine. All which” be- 
ing conſider'd, very plainly ſhews, that we muſt he- 
lieve Chriſt's Dorines, as well as obey his Com- 
mandments; receive him as a Prophet as well as a 
King. The very ſame Scriptures teach us what we 
are to believe, as well as what we are to do, re oy 
ing both in order to Salvation: For with the 
Man belieyeth unto Righteouſneſs, 8c. and, as ics is 
ſaid, that without Holineſs aove ball [ee the Lard, ſo 
it is ſaid by the ſame Autharity, that Withaus Faith it 
{4s impoli ble io pleaſe God, In 


(33) 
In p. 20. you ſeem much out of temper at my 
finding fault with Mr. NM. for ſaying, . if practical 
« Chriſtianity were ſecured, it would ſecure all the 
t reft;” and in his Defence you tell me, that they 
« who keep the Laws of Chriſt, do ſurely keep the 
4 Faith of Chriſt, Fc.“ But, Sir, give me leave to 
bring in your ſelf for a full Anſwer to this. Tou 


take it for granted, that an Arian (whom I conclude 


you believe to ſwerve not a little from the Faith of 
Chriſt) may yet keep the Laws of Chriſt: But, Sir, 
how is it poſſible your Inference ſhould ſtand good, 
that he who keeps the Laws of Chriſt does keep his 
Faith? and that a Goſpel Converſation does neceſſa- 


rily demonſtrate a Goſpel Faith? fo that now you 


muſt either condemn an Arian's Converſation, or 
juſtify his Faith and Principles; for you declare, p. 
20. If I ſee a ſound Life, I preſently conclude there 
« is a ſound Faith.” Whereas in p. 31. you allow, 
« that ſuch as deny TP of the Son' of God, 
«© may yet fear God, and perform Duties acceptable 
te in the Sight of God; and that notwithſtanding 
% his want of Faith in any diſtinguiſhing _—_ 
(as you odly enough ſtile his Diſbelief of the Deity of 


che Son of God) e his good Works will be accepted 


through the Merits of Chriſt.” How admirably 
confiſtent are you with your ſelf, in ſaying, when 1 
ſee a ſound Life, I preſently conclude there is a ſound 
Faith ? | 05 20 
But to ſay no more of your Confiſtency. Allow 
me, Sir, as to your Concluſion, to aſk, whether 


thoſe were found in the Faith that I mention'd to vou? 


P. 57. Was Mr. Hobbs found in the Faith, who de- 
ny'd, tis very likely, the very Being of a God, and 
all Religion? Was Mr. Collins ſound in the Faith, Who 
deny'd all Revelation? Were Parſons the Jeſuit, and 
Thomas a Kempis ſound in the Faith, who'pleaded' far 
the Idolatry of the Church of Rome? Were Socrates 


and Epiftetus ſound in the Faith, who had no Faith 


at all? and why mayn't the Antinomians alſo, whom 
N F you 
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you ſo much condemn, be as ſound as any, when tis 
undeniable, that many of them have been Perſons of 
Fra Probity and Virtue ? And the ſame may be 

id of ſome of thoſe that you reckon up, p. 40. and 
thoſe many others that are reckon'd up by Ireneus, 
Epiphanius, Auſtin, &c. If you'll ſay, has ſober Per- 


ſons of all Sects are ſound in the Faith, you may, I 
think, with as good Reaſon ſay, that the Goſpel 1s as 
nothing to Mankind; that the Faith of the Goſpel, by 
which we are juſtify'd, is a Name and nothing elſe : 
That Believers and Unbelievers are ſound in the 
Faith; that there is no Difference between Truth 
and Error: And why mayn't we as well ſay, that 
both parts of a Contradiction are true, and that 
Senſe and Nonſenſe are the ſame things? | 
I I ſhould not indeed ſo much have wondred if I ha 
heard a Deiſt talking after this rate, in a bantering way, 
and making ſuch a Zeſt or nothing of the Faith of Chri- 
ſtians : , But that any one ſhould give ſuch a Looſe 
to his Pen that is ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel ; 
this is a melancholy Evidence how very far Prejudice 
and Paſſion, and Party Intereſt will carry Men: And 
let me beallow'd to ſay, that if any write as you do, 
and think as they write, they ſeem to be Scepticks 
enough to be Papiſts at Rome, Mahometans. at Con- 
ſtantinople, and Heathens in China or Fapan. There 
are ſome of all theſe Sorts, that are able to plead and 
produce their Sobriety as an Evidence that they are 
ſound in the Faith. If they lead good Lives, and 
ſuch Lives (according to you) they may lead, that's 
all that's neceſſary ; their Faith is found, tho' per- 
haps they are ſuch as have no Faith at all; and as 
to the pretty Similes you bring, they han't only the 
common Fate of others, that they won't run upon all 
four; but are no way ſerviceable to illuſtrate or 
prove the very abſurd and dangerous Concluſion you 
wou'd draw from them. | : | 
And as little true is your other Concluſion, that 
all who lead vitious and profligate Lives muſt be 
| Anti- 
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Antinomians in Principle, or have unſound Principles. 


T am very far from thinking, with you, p. 21. that 
<« every habitual Drunkard, Whoremonger, or grip- 
« ing Knave is ip/o fao an Heretick.” I think it 
undeniable, that Perſons may have right Noti- 
ons, and yet be guilty of very bad Practices; that 
they may hold the Truth in Unrighteouſne/s, and fall 
under the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God for their 
ſo doing, Rom. i. 18. Have you Courage to aſſert, 
that a Man can't know his Maſter's Will, but he 
muſt neceſſarily do it? According to our Saviour, 


Knowledge, Faith and Practice are not only different 


things, but ſuch as may be ſeparated from each other: 
That Servant, ſays he, that knew his Lord's Will, (and 


conſequently muſt believe it to be his Will) and pre- 


par d not himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſhall 
be beaten with many Stripes, Luke xii. 47. St. James 
ch. ii. doth evidently diſtinguiſh between a ſpecula- 
tive and a practical Faith. According to him, tho" 
not according to you, there isa Faith without Works, 
which is dead. Thou believeſt, ſays he, that there is 
one God, thou doſt well, ſo far thy Faith. is a true 


Faith, and yet this Faith may be accompanied with 


a moſt wicked Heart and Conduct; for the Devils 
alſo believe and tremble, ver. 19. Tho? every wicked 
Man may be a practical Autimonian, yea, and a prac- 
tical Atheiſt alſo, yer it will by no means follow, that 
he muſt neceſſarily be an Antinomian, or an Atheiſt in 
Principle; for tis plain (and the contrary wou'd never 


ha ve been aſſerted, but to ſerve a Turn) that a Man 


may act againſt the Light and Dictates of his Conſci- 
ence, and condemn bimſelf in the thing that he alloweth, 
1 John iii. 20. Rom. xiv. 20. How often may we 
ſee a moſt melancholy Diſagreement between Men's 
profeſſed Principles and their Manners ?. and there- 
fore how odd muſt it be to ſay, that every vicious 
Perſon muſt be heterodox and unſound, and to charge 
all che flagrant Impieties of the preſent Day on the 


exploded Errors of the Autinomiqus. ta bag 
VI. F 2 You 


(6360) 


You ſay, p. 21. They muſt have recourſe \to | 


* fome ſuch Notions as Mr. NM. juſtly preſſeth us 
<< to labour to reform our People from, to guard 
„ them from Midnight Terrors, Sc.“ But can 
= thitik that wicked Perſons are free from theſe 
Tetrors? or that their Confciences don't fall furiouſly 
upon them very often for their Wickedneſs? I rather 
think with the Prophet, That the Witked are often 
like the troubled Sea that can't reſt ; and that they have 
but little of that Peace that you ſeem to ſuppoſe th 
have: But if their Conſciences don't clamour again 
them, why mayn't they as well think, that all Re- 


ligion is Cheat and Prieftcraft ? Or that they ſhall 


hereafter fall into a ſtate of Inſenſibility? Or that 
God, according to the Epicurean, being perfectly 
unconcern'd about what Perſons either believe, or 
do, hath left them entirely to their Liberty to act 
as they pleaſe, as well as believe as they pleaſe? I 
rather incline to think, that ſome ſuch looſe Princi- 


ples as theſe have had a greater Hand in debauching 


the preſerit Age, than any Antinomian Principles, 
And if we take notice of thoſe that have moſt de- 


generated from the laudable Strictneſs of their An- 


ceſtors, we may, IT believe, very ſoon be ſatisfied, 
that they are rather. Scepticts than Antinomians ; that 
they han't that Value for Chriſt that even the Anti- 
nomians generally had; that Religion (if there be 


any thing in it) doth encourage a Latitude in Practices 


as well as Notion. I fear, *tis from fome ſuch ac- 
curſed Roots as theſe, that thoſe abominable things 


have ſprung that you reckon up, and that they may 


be in part imputed alſo to a vain and proud Conceit 
of our own Abilities. ro act well, tho* God ſhould 


leave us to our ſelves. *Twould have been more 


pertinent in Mr. N. to have taken Notice of theſe, 
or the like things, than to give forth his Cautions 
againſt Antinomianiſm, which, if ever it had any 
footing in theſe parts, hath by this time, I hope, 
entirely loſt jr, -I am perſuaded, that wo not 
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know of any one tainted with theſe Principles 5 nor 
have you done any thing to perſuade me by your 
ſmart Harangue upon this Head, but that Mr. N.'s 
Charge againſt our People, was very groundleſs, 
very impertinent, and very unrighteous. And 
upon the whole, I wiſh, that in trumping up Anti- 
nomianiſm, that antiquated and deteſted Error among 
us, and charging the Wickedneſs of the Age upon 


it, there might be no Defign to amuſe our People, 


and take them off from a very common Obſerva- 
tion, and but too well grounded; that ſince the un- 


happy Riſe of Ariani/m, there hath been a viſible 


and moſt melancholy Decay of Practical Chriſtianity 
in theſe and many other parts of the Nation; and 
yet this is that which muſt have none but the ſofteſt 
things ſaid of it, be repreſented as a very innocent 
and harmleſs thing; and all be condemn'd as Bigots 
and Perſecutors, that can't think or ſpeak ſo favou- 
rably of it, or its-evident Tendency, as others do. 
According to you, Antinomianiſm, tho? there benoſuch 
thing that I know of amongſt us, muſt neceſſarily be 
the fruitful and unhappy Parent of all the Impieties 
of the preſent Day. But as to Arianiſm, and other 
Errors, which have obtain'd, and do ſtill obtain, 
theſe are ſuch very inoffenſive things, that they may 
go on to eat, and wipe their Mouth, and be encou- 
raged to ſay, that they bave done no Wickedneſs. Nor 
may any venture to oppoſe the ſpreading of them, 
without drawing on themſelves the hardeſt and moſt 
unkind Cenſures. Ss | #8 | 
You allow indeed, p. 33. that there may be a 
calm Oppoſition of ſpreading Errors : But becauſe 
I ventured to fay, that Men's Sincerity in Errors 
will not excuſe them; this (tho* I think ſufficiently 
calm) hath put you, I find, out of all Temper. For 
what a mighty Pother and Outcry have you made 
about this Sentence, and a few others that I have a- 
bout Sincerity? You charge me, p. 35, Sc. with 
55 a daring and horrid Aſſertion, more ſhocking than 
5 | | 5 ; | any 


j 


DDr bes * , > 
1 4 2 — . - — on > 


1 
Err 
2 * 8 92898 - 


— — 


> AA we EET» ct P r = 1 wage ng IS: 2 


(38) 

<« any thing in Mr. N's Sermon; you charge me as 
« if I had trampled on this excellent Quality, As 
<« if J had daſh'd in pieces the Hopes of Chriſtians 
« in all Ages:” You aſk me with much ſeeming ſo- 
lemnity: Whether my Zeal againſt Errors be 
<< come to this? You tell me, you wiſh I had been 
« faſt aſleep, when my unguarded Pen was ſowing 
« ſuch pernicious Tares.” And concerning what I 
ſay of St. Paul before his Converſion, you rave with 
ſuch an unaccountable Fury againſt him, as I believe 
never any Miniſter, or Chriſtian, did before; calling 
him in your boiſterous way, „a furious Bloodhound, 
«© Salvage, incarnate Devil, conceited fantaſtick Bigot, 
« outrageous Miſcreant, proud prejudic*d Zealot, and 
«© one who makes the neareſt Approaches to a hel- 
« lifþ Fiend.” Sir, J am very far, from excuſing 
what St. Paul did againſt Chriſt and Chriſtianity be- 
fore his Converſion. He blames himſelf, and fo al- 
ſo do I, for his being a Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and 
Injurious: But ſuch a laviſh and outrageous Rudeneſs 
of Language is ſuch an [decency in a Divine, to fa 
nothing of others, as ſhould, I think, be always for- 
borne, and might have been ſo in this Caſe, without 
the leaſt Prejudice to your Argument. 

And pray, Sir, What pernicious Tares have I ſown 


in ſaying that St. Paul was ſincere? Does what he 


himſelf ſays amount to leſs? Does he not himſelf ſay, 
That he verily thought with himſelf, that he ought to do 
many things againſt Feſus of Nazareth? Does he not 
alſo tell Agrippa, that he cou'd appeal to the Jeus, 
that from his Youth he had behaved with the greateſt 
Exactneſs? And that after the ſtricteſt Seft of their 
Religion, he had lived a Phariſee, of whom Joſepbus 
ſays, that they were a Sect tvorGt5epov aver Trav aA- 
Awv, i. e. more pious than any other? Does he not 
alſo ſay in Commendation of himſelf, Phil. iii. 6. 
That touching the Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, be 
was blamele/s ? Does he not alſo tell the Council, As 
xxiii. 1. That be bad lived in all good * 
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God until that Day? And does he not alſo thank God 
that from his Forefathers, be had ſerved God with a 
Pure Conſcience? 2 Tim. i. 3. St. Paul therefore, be- 
fore his Converſion, cou'd never be ſuch an hypo- 
critical Monſter, and execrable Reprobate as you are 
pleaſed to make him. No; but all this that he ſays 
of himſelf, amounts to full as much as I ſay of him, 
viz. that he was very ſincere in his Errors. 
And ſo Dr. Whitby on the place, 2 Tim. i. 3. 
ſpeaking of St. Paul, ſays, that he had a Conſci- 
<< ence free from Infincerity, or wilful Diſobedience 
<« to the Dictates of his Mind, or the Rule by which 


„ he thought himſelf obliged to walk.” And ſo 


Dr. Hammond on the Place, expounds the Words 


thus, << I have obeyed ſincerely all my time, even 


«« when through Ignorance I perſecuted the Chri- 
<« ſtian Faith, doing according to the Dictates of my 
«<. Conſcience, or as I was perſuaded I ought to do.“ 
Farther on that Text, Ads xxiii. 1. Dr. + aye 8, 

nſci- 


<< that tho? this can't be underſtood to ſignify a 


* 


« ence void of Error and Offence, for he owns himſelf 


to be guilty of great Sin in perſecuting the Church 
of Chriſt, yet it is to be underſtood as ſignifying 
« a Conſcience acting according to his Perſuaſion, 
<< that he ought to act; and that in this Senſe when 
he blaſphemed againſt Chriſt and perſecuted his 
« Church, he did this even through a Perſuaſion 
<< that he ought to do many things contrary to the 
Name of Jeſus, As xxvi. 9. 10. And ſo Mr. 
Baxter, on the ſame Place, puts this Queſtion, «++ Did 
« Paul perſecute with a good Conſcience? He an- 


* 


0 


ſwers, „that he went according to his Conſcience, 
„ tho' in ſinful Ignorance.” To the ſame Pur- 


poſe, Dr. Hammond on the Place comes up fully ro 
what I ſay, paraphraſing it thus, „I have all my 


Life long, both when I was a Propugner of the 
„ Moſaical Law againſt Chriſt's Reformation, and 


„ ſince I have been a Preacher of the Goſpel, acted 


"66 ſincerely and uprightly according to my Conſci- 


6 ence.“ 
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« ence.” And to the ſame Purpoſe Mr. Pool in hi 


Criticks tells us, That Grotius, Magalianus, M$ 
ac wochius, Scultetus, Vatablus, expound the Place 
« thus, and that thus he underſtands it himſelf,” 
And beſides, there are few, I believe, beſides your- 
ſelf, none that I know of, that ever made ſuch a 
furious Rant againſt St. Paul; there are none that I 
have met with, who ever bring a Charge of Inſince- 
rity againſt him. 1 Of 
oſe that blame him moſt for his Rage and 
Violence againſt Chriſt, and his Religion, will yet 
allow, that his Tongue and Actions were the true 
Interpreters of his Mind. He was fully perſuaded, 
(I can't fay upon rational Evidence, any more than 
I can ſay it of Arians, and other erroneous Perſons in 
their Caſe) that Jeſus was not the true Meſſiab, and 
that his Diſciples were concern'd in propagating a 
falſe Religion. He thought it his Duty, and that 
he was under an Obligation of Conſcience to ſto 
the Progreſs of this Religion; and if nothing el 
would anſwer ſuch an End, to uſe Methods of Vio- 
lence. He really thought it his Duty (according to 
what Chriſt of his infinite Foreknowledge, foretold 
ſome would) to put Perſons out of the Synagogue, that 
were not thorough-pac*'d Jeus; yea, he thought that 
he did God good Service in deſtroying thoſe who 
profeſs'd Faith in Chrilt. 3 
I don't ſay, but that he might and ſhould have 
thought better; but his miſtaken Notions had 
blinded his Conſcience; however, he had his Con- 
ſcience with him in what he did, extolling, applaud- 
ing and puſhing him on to further and greater Acts 
of Violence. And this he did, not ſo much to in- 


3 himſelf with the Jes, as to ingratiate him- 


elf with God, and probably might think, as the 
Papiſts do now, that his future Reward would be 
more glorious upon this Account. He did not act 
a Part in what he did; but as himſelf affirms, out 
of a Zeal (a blind one 1 allow) for the W 21 
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God, and the Religion that came from God, he did 
perſecute. the Church; ſo that his Fault was not, that 
1 acted - the H. pocrite, and went againſt the Bent 


and Perſus/ion of his Mind: His Zeal, was ſincere; 


etwas a real, and not a feigned Zeal: But as it was 
not according to Knowledge, but contrary to his 
real Duty, and the great Laws of Humanity, Tender- 


2 Charity, therefore it was very, offenſive to 


God; and if he had gone out of the World, under 
the Power of theſe Perſuaſions, and without ob- 
taining Mercy upon his Repentance, twould have 
been in vain, I think, to have pleaded his Sincerity, 
and that he acted according to his Conſcience; 25 
he might have a Conſcience better inform'd, had he 
3105 to the Evidence of things as he ſhould have 

And mayn't the ſame be ſaid, of all ſuch as don't 
embrace the great Truths of the Chriſtian Religion? 
May not Mahometans, Papiſts, Deiſts and Antinomi- 
ans, whom you mention, and I'll add, Arians and So- 
cinians, know better? Do we want ſufficient Evi- 
dence. to prove, that the Scriptures are the Word of 
God, and the very ſame Revelations that God firſt 
gave the World; and that theſe, without any hu- 
man Traditions, are a perfect Rule of Faith and 
Manners? And are not theſe Scriptures alſo very 
full and clear in their Evidence, that Chriſt and the 
holy Ghoſt are truly and properly, and in the ſtrict- 
eſt Senſe God? If they are not, why do you profeſs 
your Faith in theſe Truths? and will you charge all 
who don't think and ſpeak as you do as a Pack of 


Knaves and Hypocrites? This would be very cenſo- 
rious and uncharitable; and that you ſhould plead 


their Cauſe with ſuch a Warmth and Zeal would be 
very unaccountable. 2 


LS | 
. - * 


As uncharitable as you would repreſent me, I 
have yet Charity to think, that tho“ cheſe are under 
very groſs and dangerous Miſtakes; yet many of 
them may be very * in their Errors: But t TE 
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ftill however; that this Plex of Sincericy"rhay be aver- 
ruled in the Da of J 0 yew tea any hold theſe 
Errors which God Bet arned with Condemna- 
tion. "You, can't but there are fome ſuch. If 

ye believe not, ſays the great and infallible Jeſtis, that 
? am be, ye ; ſhall dre im jour fins, John vill. 24. Tho 
they were never ſo ny and ſincerely perfuaded, 
that Chrift was not the Perfon that an pretended” to 
be; yet for' rs of Faith'in hi lay expofed 
to Condemnation; the Reaſon 9 2 which was, Rot 
for want of being fncere in their Errors, but be- 
cauſe they might and ſhould have foo t better, 
and did not fo carefully attend theſe Ev identes, that 
God hath thought ſufficient to over rule and deter- 
mine Perſons to Rigaer and better Sentiments. And 
hence ariſeth the rear. Danger of ſuch as 150 or 
make Shipwreck of the Faith of the Go 
But then, you very wiſely, and wit Ng Air of 
Inſult, afk me, p. 33. If Sincerity won't excuſe 
« Men, whether their Hypocrify will do it? Whe- 
ether, if they ſwim down the popular Current, and 
« profeſs to aſſent to that which the e or the 
«« moſt do call Orthodox (whether really 
<« leve it or not) will that excufe meme 15 
which wiſe Queſtions J anfwer; That! heartily wifh 
that there was more Honeſty and Sincerity both amon 
Miniſters and Chriſtians is muft have a 
all ALE, rs to reconcile the Articles, Creeds and 
Liturgy the Church of England (all moſt fult 
againt N Arianiſm) with the Arian Scheme. This alfo 
muſt have effectually diſcouraged all Attempts to 
ut Perſons out of Conceit with what they own to 
be the great Truths of the Goſpel; and to fupport 
a Caufe which they acknowledge to be contrary to 
the ſacred Scriptures. Had there been more Sincerity, 
we ſhould probably have heard of no Rxconcrt- 
ERS; no Subſcribing to Articles that ate not thought 
to be true; no Profeſſions of Perſons Belief of that, 
which they attempt with all their Might to under- 
mine. 
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mine. I bave ſuch. a reat Opinion of Sixcerity, 
t think, „ it would be of dend 
Service to Te MAS and the Peace of the Church. 
But after. all, tis not every ſort, of „ but 
godly \ that au recommend us to God. 
reh e nor ever 9 have to do with Men's 
eternal 9055 3. or ms preſume to limit theſe. Al- 
NA, 17 make to thoſe who, are in 
ror 1 L or a World ſay as you do, 
p. 38, 15 . Lever inclin'd to what is moſt chari- 
le as to Men's eternal State) « That the . 
% as, far as they were lincere, ſo far they 
6 uke excus'd.; ** nor ſhould I dare 15 ſay 
as you do concern Mabemetans, Papiſts, Deiſis 
and Antinomians, oy: if any of them can plead 
te their Sincerity in a Judgment Day, that this Plea, 
<« through the Merits of Chriſt, ſhould be accepted: 
Where have the Scriptures given you leave to pro- 
nounce thus? and to give forth ſuch a ob itive and 
general. Ab/olution to all that are not a Pack of Nuaves 
and  Hypocrites ? What, are none of them ſincere in 
what they aſſert and profeſs | ? do they all ſpeak one 
thing, and mean another? do they all go againſt the 
Senſe of their own Minds, as well as the Mind and 
Will, of God? Is there Falſhood and Guile. neceſſa- 


rily mix'd with what they lay? This . 


them that you can't prove: Nor, do the Scriptures 

any where ſay, that jo. 92 & candalous "Infidels ſhall 

be accepted in the Day of fly WE ey a 
4 .as well as dels. 

ſeem yourſelt. to allow, p. 33. that Sinceriry 

920 bl criſy are oppoſed to each other; and in 

Ly the Words Siucerity, | ſincerely, ot ſincere, 

on uſed in Scripiure, and profane Authors, ſome of 


which latter ſort J ſhall refer to in the Margin, con- 


renting, myſelf with, two % Three CPs; of 
Cicero for the Proof of it, 1 705 | 

„As -19,'the.. Uſe, of Abe Words in Scripeurs, in 
the” old Teſtament, e there: are ene 
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vs'd, which in our Tranſſation are render'd, fincerely; 
and Sincerity. The firſt Word occurs, Judges ix. 16, 
19. which, according to the Septuagint, is TeAusrys; 
which comes from a word that may be taken in a good 
or bad Senſe, according to the Word with which it is 


Joined. Thus dgery reh in Aristotle's Etbic ts, ſig- 


nifies a compleat Virtue, but in Plato's Repub. lib. 1. 
TeA#iordty dine, ſignifies a moſt compleat or finiſh" 
Injury. The other Word in the Old Teſtament 
we have Joſbua xxiv. 24. which, according to the 
Septuagint, is iber; which Word, according to 
Thucydides, is us'd in Oppoſition to madyig;, or in 
Engliſh deceitful. So that when a Perſon ſpeaks the 
real Senſe of his Mind, without any Windings and 
Turnings, without any Fraud or Deceit, he may be 
ſaid to ſpeak ſincerely or in Sincerity 7. 
The Words in the New Teſtament, which in our 
Tränſlation are render'd /interity, ſincere, fincereiy, 
are five, vis. unngivuc, xdoxov,' yas, vj, alas” 
ga. The firft Word occurs, Phil. i. 10. 1 Cor. v. 8. 
2 Cor. i. 12. 2 Cor. ii. 17. In the laſt of which Pla- 
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end to love him, but do not, may expect no 

ch 1. thing The fame Word occurs, Tit. ii. 
where Chriſt's Minifters are exhorted to act a ie | 
rent Part from thoſe, who, tho' they pretend to de- 
liver nothing but the pure Word of God, do yet 
mix ſomething of their own with it, by which 1 it is 
corrupted. 5 15% 

I have mentioned all the Places chat 1 can remem- 
ber, where the Words ſincere, ſincerely, or Sincerity 
do occur; and all I think that they amount to is, 
that Perſons ſpeak and act without Fraud and De- 
crit, and according to the real Senſe of their Minds; 
and what I now throw into the Margin proves, 
that this is the Interpretation that profane Authors put 

n the Latin Words 53 and ſincera bd. And 
this be the pro ignification of the Word, . 
1 Perſons may Freak and act ſincerely, whether 
oy and act as God would have them, or not. 
9 poſſible that Perſons may fall into ſuch 
Bre = as to call Evil Good, and Good Evil, to 
put, ' Darkneſs for Light, and "Light for "Darkneſs ; 
to be giveq up to ſuch” ſtrong Deluſions as to 
belt Nes Lie; to believe that to be true, which is re- 
ally falſe,” and that to be good, which is notoriouſly 
naught, and that to be the Mind and Will of 
that is directly contrary thereto ; and if thi gal 
of * theſe things (when under this Blindneſs, and 
theſe ſtro Delaſions) ) they ſpeak the real Senſe of 
their Mink without any Fraud or Deceit, the) 
may be ſaid to ſpeak fncerely, i. e. the real Senſe: 
+ Thus fincerus' is uſed by Cicero, lib. 2. D/ Dis. gu * 
exiſtimare in aliis quoque oracutis De _ aliquid nen finceti fu- 
N. There was a Mixture” of Fraud and Colluſion in what the 
Delphic Oracle deliver'd, one thing was ſaid, and another ſeem'd 
to be intended. And ſo the ſame Author, Cic. ad Attic. lil. 3. 
uſeth the Word þncer? to the ſame Purpoſe, Craffe. libertum nibil. 
- Big Bene bn 
i , 2 O 
true Senſe and Intention of by Mind. And in the ſame Senſe, 


if it was needful, I could eafily ſhew, that the Wor ord fncerps is 
uſed | by Livy," Firgil, "Luctetius, 222 and other. 


— 


of 


(c 2 the Doctrine.“ I thin tis true 
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of their Minds, and that tho' they deliver nothing 
but Falſhood: and ſo Iikewiſe, if they do very ill 


things (whilſt under ſuch unbapp Circumſtances of. 


Mind) they may be ſaid. notwithitanding to act / 
1 of what they do be molt. contrary a, 
Will o 


God, and highly diſplealing in his Sight. 

So that I can't but be of Dr. TP aterland's lind. | 
« That our Buſineſs. is not to conſider the Sincerity 
« of the Men, but the Nature, Quality, N 
Meme. 8 A think. tis ue, Wat 
rther z That there have been /incere Pbo- 


he fays I et 4 
e tinians,, ſincere Sameſatenians, .. ſincere Sabellians, 
« ſincere Papiſts, ſincere Jewsand Mahometans,” And 
indeed, as he ſays farther, ;<+ What Sets are there 
i that have not ſincere Men amongſt them?” Tea 
I can add with him, That the more ſincere Per- 
<« ſons are, the better will it fare with them. at the. 
« great Day.” “ We have nothing, I think, as he 
ſays, to do to enquire after Men's Sincericy, ., of 
* which God. is Judge ; and as to civil Weder 
t to ſay nothing of. eccleſiaſtical ones, we know, t 


never go upon that Bottom.“ God hath . 


a great many Truths to the World, ſome of them ne- 
ceſſarily more, and ſome of them leſs concerning; all 
theſe ought to beembrac'd by us, and tis at our Peril 
if we don't embrace them, when we own them to 
be of God; So that I agree wich you, 2 32. That a 
Trinitarian would act a vile part to profeſs himſelf an 
Arian, and that an Arian would be equally vie 
profeſs himſelf a Trinitariay; So that till they ſee, 
things in anather Light, they muſt keep on according 

to the Light they have; But then, as both can't be 
in the Right, nor their Opinions, which are ſo widely 
different, be both according to the Will of God, ſo 
I ſhould dread to ſay as you do, that both may re- 


freſh themſelves, fl. c. 28 I Abbe you muſt mean 
A | 


hereaf! En A Bal eas 


ter, 
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te of perfect Light 
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is not my Province, nor harh it ever been my 
Praftice to cn, thoſe, who yer 1 think are grofly 
miſtaken. And I think, I ſhould'alfo:go'much' tod 
far to ahh thoſe, whoſe Errors are ſo contrary to 
the Mind of God, and fo often condemmd in the fa- 
cred 4 — es. I att as fare, that an Arian and 1 
can't both be in the Right, and think as God would 
have us think, any 1888 than that both the Parts of 
a Contradiction may be true. And what fhould hin- 
der, but Perfons may be very fincere in heartily con- 
demning what they beaxtity approve, as Dr. 
und ſpeaks? As far as I know my own Heart and 
ev T have taken all the Methods you advife 
to, P. 32. to know the . of God: 8 
but others, in con entiments, ma e done 
the fame: Bur Ben tive the fame Encvaragement 
to others that I take my ſelf, whilſt 1 think em- 
brace the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and can't but think 
char others appoſe it, and are guilty of great Sin in 
their ſo doing This, I think, would be to do the 
ſame Honour to Falſhood and Infidelity chat is only due 
to Truth and Goſpel Faith; and after this Rate tis in- 
different, whether I be a Proteſtant or Papiff, a Deiſt 
ora Chriftian. This would be to take away all Dif- 
ference between Truth and Error, and to render the 
— 2 of little Service to Mens eternal Salva- 


i eg and! Mebontas are upon im equal foot 
ian as to their future Syition: provided 
4 — what they believe, and don't cate 
the — in what they profeſs, of what uſe 
e ? And fo, if Papiſts and Proteſtants are 

in an equally ſafe State, to what purpoſe can our Re- 
farmatian ſerve? And if Antinomians, who in a, Senſe 
eyen condemn all the Laws of God, are equally fafe 
with thoſe who have 3 wer — Gad's nod”, 
—_ it don't yporrite, ſpeak. one 
thing and 1 tie whe Sack end can it 
9 that God * given us any Laws at all? Don't 


therefore 


aer. 
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' ought to be, as I ſaid, a god 


(48) 
therefore enter into, the Place of God, either to ab- 
ſolve or condemn them: But as to thoſe you think 
are in the Right, boneſtiy and gpeniy eſpouſe their cauſe z 
ut if you think them to be in an Error, oppoſe their 
Error; if their Error be more groſs and {nin 
(for all Errors are not alike any; more than Truths) 
oppoſe: it with more Vigour and Earneſtneſfs...  .... 
According to you, every one is ſafe, Believer or 
Unbeliever, 9 05 or Chriſtian, Enemies to Chriſt, 
or not Enemies, if they dont't play the Hypocrite : 
But I think, that our Senn may do us Service, it 
de, a y Sincerity, or ſuch a 
Sincerity as God doth require. I allow, that Perſons 
muſt be ſincere, that they may be accepted. Thus 
we mult be ſincere in believing what the Scriptures 
ſay of Chriſt, fincere in our Eſteem and Love of him, 
in our Obedience and Conformity to him, in our. 
Dependence upon him, &c. Sincerity muſt attend 
every thing that God hath, made neceſſary to our eter- 
nal Salvation, or we can't hope to be ſaved: But if 
Perſons are never ſo free from Prevarication and Hy- 
pocriſy, in holding Principles condemn'd by the 
Scriptures, and which naturally and almoft neceſſa- 
rily lead to bad Practices or ſinful Omiſſions, the 
muſt unavoidably run a very great Hazard, and ſuf. 
ficient to make us come out from among them, and 
ſeparate our ſelves ; tho* we mayn't condemn them 
to everlaſting Miſery, (that not being our Province, but 
God's) yet neither may we join in Communion with . 
them if they don't bold the Head, tho' they may be. 


never ſo ſincere: And as to their Sincerity, however 


it extenuate their Guilt, yet it won't Juſtify their In- 
fidelity, or theſe ill Practices that may ſpring from it 
at the laſt Day. Y | 
And where do we find, that Sincerity conſidered . 
in it ſelf, and as ſeparated from Faith in Chriſt, and 
Love and Obedience to him (to ſay nothing of other 
neceſſary things that are required of Chriſtians) is 
made the Condition of Juſtification here, or Salvation 
| A eee 
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hereafter? Tis Sincerity, not conſidered as a parlicu- 
lar Grace, for that it is not, but as attending our 
Repentance towards God, and Faith in our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, as attending our Love to the great Re- 
deemer and Obedience to the Laws of Heaven, 
and other Chriſtian Qualifications, that God hath 
made neceſſary to our future Happineſs. And beſides 
is it not very plain, that Perſons may miſcarry at laſt, 
who are ſincere in ſome things for want of being ſin- 
cere in others that are equally neceſſary to Salvation? 
Mayn't we obſerve many who are extreamly vile and 
profligate in one Reſpect, and, as to God, who are 


yet very honeſt and ſincere in their Dealings and 


Friendſhips with Men? Yea, how ſcrupulouſly exact 
are ſome in ſuch little things as tything Mint, Wo 
and Cummin, who yet moſt ſhamefully neglect the 
weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy and 
Faith? And when Perſons are thus ſincere in ſome 
things, but act an hypocritical part in others, they 
are neither excuſable, nor may hope to be excus'd in 


that awful Day, when God will render to all accord- 
wg to their Works, and judge all that have the Goſ- 
pel a > 


according to the Goſpel. 
And this awful Conſideration, that Chriſtians ſhall 


be judged by the Goſpel, ſhould diſpofe them to 


pay a juſt Regard to every part of the Goſpel, and 
not make Hereſy as you do, p. 39. the Subject of 
Banter and. Ridicule, when the Apoſtle had fixt the 
Title of damnable to one Hereſy that he ſaw would, 
and hath. ſince ſprung up in the Church and done in- 
credible Miſchief, 2 Pet. ii. 1. This we take to be 


the Hereſy of our Day, broach'd by Arians and 
Socinians, and oppos'd by us, ſo that tho' the Words 


our Day (in the Copy) were omitted by the Printer, 
and overlook'd till the Letter was gone abroad, a 
little Candour might have ſav'd you all your 


great Expence of Learning, and your Charge in 
the Cloſe of it, Turpe eft, &c. p. 40, 41. they 
were our own and not former times, that Mr. N. as 


a C enſor 
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ridlicule Faith the more e 


(Jo) | 
8 had in view, and that it did concern me t 
ard. | 5 wi & „477 bx 4 eh. 
But you ſay, N. 31. That good Works, thro? 
ce the. Merits 15 Chriſt, will be accepted without 
Faith in any ie Dy. Schemes; and then to 
:Etually, you talk of Faith 
in Dioceſan Epiſcepacy, P edobapii/m, &c. But where 
do the Scriptures ever ſpeak in this looſe, and trifling,. 
and bantering Manner .concerning Faith? Are not 
Chriſtians 1% by Faith? Rom. v. 1. And I would 
aſk, whether Perſons can pleaſe God that have no 
Faith at all? or whether an unſcriptural Faith be that 


through which Perſons are ſaid to be juſtify'd? As 


for Faith, in any diſtinguiſbing Schemes that are con- 
trary to the Goſpel Scheme, you know of none among. - 
us that plead for them, unleſs you'll call Faith in 
the Deity of Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt by this 
Name; theſe by your own Acknowledgment are 
Scripture Doctrines; and if they are, they can't ceafe 
to be true; nor can it ceaſe to be the Duty of Chri- 
ſtians to believe them, if they ate a part of Divine 
Revelation. You can't ſay but there is a Profeſſion. 
of Faith that we muſt hold faſt without mavering; 
that there is a Myſtery of Faith, that we muſt bold in a 
pure Conſcience i, a Faith that Chriſtians muſt earne/ily 
contend for. This Faith can be but one, and it can't 
but expoſe to Danger, if we either oppoſe this Faith, 
or don't hold it, or if having once held it, we make 
Shipwreck of it. And really, Sir, if the Faich of 
Perſons be of ſuch little Account with God, as you. 
ſeem to make it; the Apoſt les might have been ſilent 
upon this Head; nor did they act any other than a 
weak part, in expoſing themſelves to ſo much Hazard 
for the Faith of the Goſpel. According ta you, Fer- 
ſons might have been very fafe without it, which 1 
hope upon ſecond Thoughts, you'll look upon to be. 
a Notion that's highly diſſerviceable to the Cauſe of 
Religion (and eſpecially in ſuch a Sceptical and uns- 
lieving Day as this) thus to put Chriſtiana and Infidels 


(381) 
Upon ah equal Foot, as to Acceptance and Salvation. 
Tf. this. be not your Meaning in ſeveral Paſſages, I 


diy 3 pretend to underſtand them. p W 3 "0 
In p. 4t. according to your civil way of ſpeaking 
(chat one thing is Eile and another filly) os 
wou'd-fain repreſent my Animadverſion on Mr. N2s 
Method of addreſſing a Deilt to be no better; ſigni- 
fying withal (how . ſoever others are) you are 
even wiſer than St. Paul himſelf, who preached 
"Chriſt and the Reſurrection wherever he went, not 
rolying on human Reaſon, or Man's Wiſdom, but 
on the Power of the Spirit of God. He told the Co- 
yimbians he would preach Chrift crucify'd, tho? to the 
Jetus & Stumibling-block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs'; 
hereby ſignifying to them their fallen miſerable con- 
demn'd Eſtate, utterly loſt and undone without a cru- 
'cify*'d Chriſt to recover and ſave them: But I leave 
vou to enjoy your own Opinion, that Mr. NV.'s Me- 
thod (which yet you don't juſtify, but rather con- 
demn) is better, in teaching a Heathen or a Deiſt the 
moral Law, in order to make him a Chriſtian, with- 
out -acquainting him with one of theſe purely Evange- 
lical Do&rines, that Chriſt came from Heaven to re- 
yeal ; tis by cheſe that Chriſtians are diſtinguiſh'd from 
the reſt of the World; and I always thought that 
theſe are bright and glorious Evidences of the great 
Excellency, Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation; that theſe ſhew the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion to be an Inſtitution worthy of God, to be ſupe- 
perior in Worth to all other Religions, and ſuch xs 

could have none but God for its Author. 
'Tis for this excellent Religion and its great Doc- 
trines that we contend ; nor are you able to prove, 
that we have taken one Step condemn'd by Chriſtia- 
nity in our Defence of them. You charge us indeed 
in a moſt violent manner z but where's your Evidence 
to ſupport your Charges ? This I am very confident 
muſt run full as low as your Charges de high. And, 
Sir, whatever you may winks n 
7 „ 2 dell 


(52) 
tell you in Dr. Yaterland's Words, That *tis giv- 
ing way to childiſh Wrath to inſinuate concernin; 
your Brethren, as p. 39: „That they had rob 
«© the Pope of his Infallibility, and arrogated it to 
« themſelves:” For have any of your Brethren been 
ſo bold and magiſterial in their Aſſertions as you and 
Mr. NV. have been? Don't therefore be fond in 
charging us with Infallibility, leſt you be told in the 
Words of that great and learned Man I juſt now 
mention'd, upon the like Charge with yours brought 
by an Arian againſt a Trinitarian; That there ap- 
« pears to be infinitely more Pride, Vanity and Ar- 
* rogance in a few private Men ſitting in Judgment 
<< upon whole Churches, and throwing their haſty ill 
« grounded Cenſures upon Fathers and Councils, 
« and all the greateſt and wiſeſt Men that have liv'd 
<« in paſt Centuries, than any can be imagin'd in 
<« thoſe you ſo injuriouſly reflect on for no Cauſe, 
<« but for honeſtly declaring their Abhorrence of the 
dangerous Opinions of the Arians. Surely, as he 
adds, we may preſume, without affecting to ſit in the 
« Seat of God, to think ſome very fallible Men lia- 
& ble to Errors: And when in fact it appears that 
e they are ſo, we may preſume, according to our 
- «£ bounden Duty, to take all proper Care to pre- 
« vent ſuch Errors ſpreading.” And pray, what 
have we done more than we ought, tho* you bring 
ſo many heavy Charges againſt us? 

As to the Uniformity you ſpeak of, p. 13, 14. 
« which, as you ſay, has thrown the World and Church 
into dreadful Convulſions from Age to Age,“ I never 
heard of that Perſon that pleaded for it. Your Bre- 
thren, that you are ſo warm againſt, are deſirous, 
as far as I know them, that every one ſhould be fully 
perſuaded in his own Mind, and tkink it moſt for 
the Honour of God, and moſt agreeable to all Prin- 
ciples of Piety and Honeſty, that thoſe who differ ſo 
widely as Arians and thoſe who own the Deity of 


Dr. Waterland's Preface to e“ Defence, We. p. 8. 
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F 
Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould worſhip in ſeparate 
Aſemblies; and what is it but for their being againſt 
an Uniformity with thoſe, that they have been loaded 
with many heavy Cenſures? I can't ſee that *tis upon 
any other Account that they are repreſented by you, 
pP. 14, as reſtleſs, factious Zealots, and thoſe who 
« diſturb religious Societies by a continual harping 
« on ſome Peculiarities, and that you encourage their 
«« People (who believe as they do) to withdraw from 
e them, as Enemies to the Peace of the Church, 
„ and as they would from other immoral Perſons.” 
Tis, as I take it, becauſe we are againſt Uniformity 
with Arians, that we are charg'd with Impoſition, 
with weakening the Intereſt of Nonconformity, and 
<«« expoling not only Nonconſormity in particular, but 
% Chriſtianity in general to the Deriſion and Scorn 
„ of Infidels, p. 10, 25, 26. | 

Tis for no other Reaſon that I can gueſs, but our 
being againſt an Uniformity with Arians, that we are 
compar*d with thoſe of the Church of Rome, repre- 
«6 ſented as thoſe who are eontinually impoſing Teſts of 
«© Orthodoxy, as thoſe, who if they had it in their Pow- 
« er would inflict ſuch Tortures as that perſecuting 
« Church allows; and that the Reaſon why we don't 
« ſcratch is, becauſe our Nails are ſo cloſely par'd, 
and that we don't bite is, becauſe we are muzzled ; 
« but that all the Methods we can uſe for the Mor- 
« tification of Hereticks we don't fail of putting 
« them in practice: Such as examining their pri- 
vate Converſation, artfully putting Queſtions to 
«« them, that we may condemn them out of their 
« own Mouth (not unlike the Oath ex Officio) p. 9. 
10, 11. This is the black Character, which in your 
great Charity you have given your Brethren. I am 
oblig*d indeed to believe, that you are in the com- 
monly receiv'd Opinion concerning the Deity of our 
Saviour and the Holy Gboſt, becauſe you tell me ſo, 
p. 6. but if you had not told me ſo, I could gather 
no other from your way of Writing, but that (ac- 
1 2 cording 


2 bk . | 
cording to yolr-own. Expre 
H#rianc For yuu dar Lad 6h Pierrè s ende. 
nom d Spitite in his Airy n l and thrown it 
afreſh- in tht: Fares of his and his Friends Oppoſers 3 
you have exerted your ſelf to ſtrengthen the Hands 
and Intereſt of thoſe who deny out Saviour's Deit 
and have hardly a loft or fxvoutable Word for th 
that plead for it. . 
But, Sir, do thele- Charges, whlich I Rinne: you 
can't prove, in the leaſt favour of that Catholic Cha- 
Tity that ybu have made ſuch a Noiſe and Boafts about? 
The: Charity the Apoſtle recommicnds doth not behave 
1.4 thus 'unſcemly ; Yois thinketh nd Evil, and much 
s ill it utter many bitter and evil things with- 
out any Foundation: But the great Deſign of your 
arm Pamphlet, ſeems to be chiefly to beſp — 
your Brethren ſufficientiy; and I wiſh your 
(in blatkehing their Character, and el T5 to 
— their Reputation) mayn't be, that leſs 9 5 
be paid to what they ſay apainſt Arianiſm. 
tet this be as it will, I know your Charges a- 
Salt them can never be prov'd; for (1.) as to the 
Charge of Impoſition and weakening the Intereſt of 
Nonconformity; I can't hel thinking, that whatever 
Outeries ate made Einl. Impoſitions, thoſe are the 
greateſt Impoſers, who —— have us give Thanks for 
Sermons that we can't like, but think to be injurious 
to the Intereſts of Religion; who would have us ap- 
prove Perſons Faith, when we don't know what it is; 
who would have us recommend Perſons as faithful Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and fit to take the Charge of Souls, 
when they won't vouchſafe to let us know what cheir 
Thoughts are concerning Religion; no, not ſo much 
as whether they own the Baptiſmal Covenant, and 
what their Apprehenſions are conterning the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name they themſelves 
were bapeiz'd, and muſt baptize others; thoſe the 
impartial muſt think are the Diſturbers of the Church's 
Peace z we were quiet and harmonious before — 
AAS: ; niſm 
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ma ſnrung up and all Heats were again ſubfding 

apace, as we hop'd, till ac Fire was fcatrer'd, on 

. I fear, to give freſn Life to an expiring 
a 


| me, which the Jriazs thaught, tis likely, they 

mould make forme Advantage of; hut will, I truſt; 
find themſelvea miſtaken. . ns 
+ Theſe Flames which we had ne hand in kindling, 
have weakened, I fear, the diſſenting Intereſt; but 1 
can't ſee, that our Conduct can have given.any juſt 
Occaſion for any to ga over to the eftabliſh'd 


PLA * 


Church: For granting that in a time of ſo much 


Error and Scepticim, we have been deſirous to know 
Perfons Senſe of one Article of Religion, more eſpe- 
cially, which hath been allow'd in all Ages of the 
Church to be of utmoſt Conſequence z. can: this be 
thought a reafonable Temptation to go over to the 
Church, where Perſans.can't be admitted to officiate 
as Miniſters, without fubſcribing. 39 Articles, he- 
ther they believe them to be true or no, and declar- 
ing their A ent and Conſent to all and every thing 
eantain'd in a certain Book, tho*chey ſhould not be able 
to ſatisfy themſelves, that every thing is either true or 
good? Many, I can't queſtion, are fully ſatisfy'd as 
to both theſe, and for theſe (tho? in ſome things I 
differ from them) I have a great Veneration : Nut 
of thaſe I; can't have the fame good Opinion, who 
make a Difficulty of every thing when among us, 


bur make no Difficulty of the ſame things, nor of 


any thing elfe when they leave uuns. 
Lou may talk of rigid Gentlemen in the Weſt, as 
P. 25. who have done Differvice to Nonconformity 2 


But who (in their Principles) have left the Diſſen- 


ters? Tis too well known to be denied, that many 


of thoſe who have left us, were either Ariam, or 


their  Fba#hors, or elſe, Perſons, of ſuch Latitude in 
Pratice, as could have little Reaſon to expect En- 
couragement amongſt us. And pray, Sir, who are 
the Perſons. that haye manag'd. Controverſies with 
ſuch furious Irritation, as to weaken the d a 
28 tereſt? 
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„ 1 
Intereſt ? Can you mention a Pamphlet more furious - 
and irritating, than your own, except what's written 
by Mr. P—ce, Mr. H, or ſome of that Side of 
the Queſtion, or their Friends? Thoſe have loaded us 
with their Calumnies upon all Occaſions ; and yet we 
are hearty in the Cauſe of Nonconformity ſtill. And 
if this hath been under a greater Declenſion of late 
than formerly, I can't doubt but *tis in part owing to 
that abominable Salvo (ſo deſtructive to all Faith and 
common Honeſty, as well as Nonconformity) deviſed by 
Dr. Clark *, vix. That every Perſon may reaſonably 
« agree to ſuch Forms, whenever he can in any 
«« Senſe at all reconcile them with Scripture,” i. e. 
as Dr. Waterland juſtly interprets it b, with his own 
Senſe of Scripture, which leaves men to ſuch a Lati- 
tude, as that they may ſubſcribe any thing. This 
looſe and vile Principle can't fail of doing Diſſervice 
to any Intereſt that is not uppermoſt... _ 
But farther, I can't but afraid, that it hath 
weaken'd our Intereſt very much, that there hath 
amongſt too many diflenting Miniſters them- 
ſelves been a Decay of that eminent Piety and ſtrict- 
neſs of Manners, that there was among our famous 
Predeceſſors. Theſe are ſome of the things that have 
diſgrac'd and ſunk our Intereſt. As rigid as you 
would repreſent us to be, we have done nothing ſince 
the unhappy Riſe of the Controverſy about the Tri- 
nity, but what the Diſſenters ſince the Reformatiog, 
always did, and what they . muſt always do, and 
what every Church ought to do that would preſerve 
Chriſtianity amongſt them. We never encourag'd 
Miniſters who were not ſound in the Faith, and 
blameleſs, as far as we knew, in their Lives: Nor. 
was it before Perſons had got the Art of Subſcribing 
any thing, whether. they believ'd it true or no, a 
the Inclination to take a greater Latitude than they 
knew would be acceptable among us, or ſhould 
' ® Tntrod. to Script. Doct. p. 20, 21, The Caſe of Arian 
Subſcr, P+.9. 1 | "oh 


£7” ('s7) 
be acceptable to any, and had beſides the Weight of 
worldly Honour and Encouragement to biaſs their 
prepared Diſpoſitions, that there were any ſuch De- 
clenfions among us. And, Sir, I may venture to 
ſay, that if diflenting Miniſters once become indif- 
ferent as to Faith, and ftriftneſs of Converſation, the 
_ &iſſenting Intereſt muſt dwindle; and if this be the 
Method that Diſſenters intend to purſue, they will 
pull down the beſt Intereſt in the World; and *tis 
morally impoſſible to ſupport it, and ſuch an un- 
juſtifiable Latitude together. 
(2.) As to the Charge of Perſecution, I can be 
ſure, you are as badly able to ſupport it as that of 
 Impoſition. You are pleas'd indeed in your great 
Civility to tell me, p. 10. That you think I have 
4 overlaſh'd,” becauſe I ſay, that it hath been our 
conſtant Practice, as well as avowed Principle, to 
allow to every Man the Liberty of private Judg- 
ment: This is ſtrictly true; and as to the Queſt ions 
you put, I can ſay, without fear of Evidence to the 
contrary, that I don't know, that any Man ever 


ſuffer'd unjuſtly in his Perſon, Reputation, or tem- 
poral Intereſts by me or my Friends, on the Account 


of his Principles in Religion, or worſhipping God 
according to the Light of his own Conſcience. 
Tis poſſible, I allow, that a Perſon may ſuffer ſome 
Inconveniencies on the Account of his Principles; 
thus ſome may have ſuffer'd by turning Papi/ts or 
Nonjurors ; and ſo perhaps ſome may have ſuffer'd 


by turning Quakers, or vitious, or rigid Antinomiaus 
and Arians; their People may have deſerted them, 
and choſen others in their Room, by which they may 
have loſt a comfortable Subſiſtence : But are ſuch 


People ' chargeable with Perſecution, becauſe they 
could not attend the Miniſtry of ſuch with a good 
Conſcience ; becauſe they thought, that ſuch, in- 
ſtead of promoting their Salvation, would deprave 
their Faith, corrupt their Worſhip, and obſtruct 
their Holineſs ; to Pen all which they _ 
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choice of them? I think, where there is Danger 
as to theſe things, *tis not only the People's Right, 
but their Duty, to put themſelves under the paſtoral 
Care of thoſe whom they take to be Paſtors after Gad's 
own Heart; and that tho' thofe who were once their 
Miniſters may ſuffer ſame Interruption in the Com- 
forts of Life thereby. Whatever any one. ſuffers by 
this means, he hath done himſelf the Injury, and been 
the Author of all theſe Inconveniencies ; and can't, 
charge it as Perſecution upon his People, or any 
that they think fit to adviſe with about fuch an 
Affair. There ſhould be a ſtrict Care taken, not 
to ſlander or defame any Perſon, either privately, 
or publickly ; and if your Friend whom you vin- 
dicate, had been ſo much upon his Guard, as he 
ſhould in theſe Reſpects, there would have been no 
notice taken of his Converſation in private; and 
his publick Diſcourſe would have ſavour'd more of 
a meek and charitable Spirit. I heartily with there 
had never been any Revilings on any Side: But if 
this be call'd Perſecution, I know where the Charge 
will fall heavieſt, and who have been the greateſt 
Sufferers: But I have no Pleaſure jn raking jnto 
theſe things, and wiſh that thoſe that have done this 
Iniquity may do it no mare. | 

I know very well, that Perſons may very juſtly 
declaim againſt Vices of any kind; Bur, I think, 
when ſuch Declamations are fo contriv'd, as to car- 
ry the plaineſt Symptoms of perſonal Charges in 
them, they may (to uſe your own Words) be ay 
rade and indecent, tho* wrap'd up in general Ex- 
preſſions, as if no ſuch thin Vail had been thrown 
over them. You in Effect awn, p. 15. 27. that 
ſome at leaſt of the Exeter Miniſters were pointed 
at by Mr. N. But tho? you think fit to juſtify him, I 
can't eaſily ſuppoſe, but bath you and he would have 
thought it very hard, and very unbecoming, to be 
thus inſulted in your own Pulpits; as far as I know, 
the Miniſters that are particularly leyell'd at, ey 
Ns 1 5 ave 
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have been as careful to keep themſelves from fruit- 
leſs and vexatious Conteſts, from ſatyrical Scorns, 
and uncharitable Cenſures, as their more charitable 
N But I believe, they have ſtood too 
much in the way of ſome Men's Deſigns, and there- 
fore have fallen more in the way of their Rage and 
Raillery; but ſtill they have this to ſupport them 
under all, that he that judgeth them is the Lord; and 
T wiſh, that tho? they mayn't eſcape the Cenſures of 
ſome few of their angry Brethren, they may ftill 
eſteem it @ very ſmall thing to be judg d of Man's 
Trdgment. 


o 


Sit, you are very much miſtaken, p. 29. in charg- 
ing me as engroſſing all Wiſdom and Goodneſs to 
myſelf, and thoſe who think and ſpeak according to 
my Mind. Mayn't I aſk Mr. Nation, as well as 
you me, by what Authority he engroſſeth all Impar- 
tiality to thoſe who think better of his Sermon than 
many of his Brethren and Friends did ? But I that 
thought it too little to carp at this, when the Term 
all is ſo commonly taken for very Mony; in this 
Senſe. it is uſed by the beſt Authors, in the ſacred 
Scriptures, and was fo us'd and underſtood by me ; 
and *tis mean to ſay, that *tis with an i Grace that 
ſuch a 'Saying drops from the Pen of a Proteſtant 
Difſenter; you ſeem to be too critical, not to ſay 
captious, or elſe ſuch a Saying could have given you 
no Offerice. But if there had been any thing amiſs 
in the Expreſſion, your Letter from the City could 
not fet me at rights, when I had reaſon to think, 
that your Corre/pondent had no juſt Foundation for 
what he writes; and to convince you that he had 
not, Pl tranſcribe a Letter that was ſent to the four 
united Miniſtefs, ſoon after your Vindication came out, 
and figned by ſeveral of the fr/# Rank, who, I be- 
lieve, may know the State of Exeter much better 
than your Correſpondent. The Letter runs thus. 
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| Exon. Febr. 14, 1731. ET 
REevenenD SIRS, ' 


XE can't but eſteem it a very valuable Blefling, 
| W to have faithful Paſtors choſen by ourſelves, 
who are not only capable, but ready to defend all 
the important Truths of the Goſpel at a time, and 
in a Place, where many dangerous Errors do 
abound, and who recommend practical Religion to 
us, both by their Example, and by their Preaching. 
Tis with the greateſt Grief and Concern, we have 
obſerv*d the Attempts that of late have been made, 
both in Mr. Nation's Sermon before the Aſſembly, 
and in the Vindication of it, to vilify your Cha- 
* rafters, to reproach your. Miniſtry, to diſturb the 
happy Quiet we had among us, and to ſow Diviſi- 
ons, not only among yourſelves, but alſo among 
your People. | PIE 2 : 
| Wee are very confident Mr. Nation hath not the 
leaſt Shadow of a Reaſon for his unchriſtian and vile 
Suggeſtion in his Charge to the Miniſters of the Aſ- 
ſembly, to labour to reform their People from all 
their corrupt Errors, ſuch as, as long as they believe 
aright, *tis no matter how they live; that Chriſt 
will be their Saviour, and God will be merciful unto 
them, tho* they go on to rebel againſt him (p. 36.) 
He is challeng*d to name one Inſtance of ſuch an Er- 
ror countenanc'd by any Miniſter or Member that 
belongs to our Societies. | * 
Theſe ſcandalous Reflections in his Vindication, 
diz. That your Pulpit hath been too much us'd for 
ſeveral paſt Years to fruitleſs and vexatious Conteſts, 
to ſatyrical Scorns, to uncharitable Cenſures, p. 27. 
we can and do bear you Witneſs, are falſe, unjuſt, 
and groundleſs, if not malicious, the very Reverſe 
of what is the Truth. | P 
And we can't but greatly reſent that injurious Re- 
preſentation of our People by the Author of that 
ſcandalous Letter, p. 29. who confidently aſſerts, 
that 
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that there were among thoſe that conſtantly attend 
upon your Miniſtry, many of the firſt Rank for 
Subſtance, as well as for Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
that did, and do ſtill approve of Mr. Nation's Ser- 
mon: For upon a ſtrict Inquiry, we have Reaſon to 
conclude, that if by the firſt Rank, may be ſup- 
$'d to be meant thoſe who are the moſt conſide- 
rable Contributers to ſupport the diſſenting Intereſt 
in Exeter, and elſewhere, the Author of that Letter 
will find few, if any of our principal Subſcribers, 
but who diſapprove both of the Sermon, and the 
Defence of it. And if any might thank him, we 
doubt not, it was becauſe they were not appriz'd of 
the Tendency of the Sermon, to caſt ING on 
our Miniſters, or they wou'd have reſented it as much 
as others. r n | 
As in the Choice of our Miniſters (ever ſince the Arian 
Controverſy broke out among us) we have had nothing 
more at Heart, than the electing ſuch for our Paſtors 
who gave us Satisfaction of their Soundneſs in the Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and Aſſurance of defending it; 
ſo there is nothing hath more endear*d you to us, than 
your Defence thereof. So far are we from being 
offended at your Conduct herein, as is unjuſtly ſug- 
geſted in p. 15. J. 27. that we heartily thank you for 
it, and earneſtly requeſt the Continuance of your Care 
to fortify the Minds of your People againſt the 
dangerous Errors of thoſe who deny the true and 
proper Deity of Jeſus Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
as well as a all other Attempts to ſubvert the 
Truths and Duties of the Goſpel. | 
May God prolong your Lives and Health, and con- 
tinue your Uſefulneſs among us; may your united 
Endeavours for the Glory of God, and the common 
Good of the Society you are related to, be attended 
with a Bleſſing, are the hearty Prayers of, 8 


To the Reverend, the ſour RVE ND Sins, 
joint Miniſters of the three Your moſt obedient and affectio- 
united diſſenting Congre nate humble Servants. | 
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This very obliging Letter, which was ſent the Mi- 
niſters of Exeter by ſeveral of the principal Di/znters 
there, and that (as I am inform'd) of their own 
moft kind Accord, is not only 4 ſeafonable and 
fignal Teſtimony of their tender Regard to their 
inſulted and abuſed Miniſters, but alſo an undeniable - 
Evidence that they have more Senſe and Regard 10 
Truth and their Miniſters, than to embrace your moſt 
unkind Motion (to ſay nothing worſe of it) of leay- 
ing them. They know that what you ſuggeſt of 
them is falſe and groundlefs. And it muſt be no 
ſmall Pleaſure to thoſe Miniſters ts obſerve, that the 
many unchriſtian and vile Attempts that have been 
made to undermine their Intereſt in the Affections of 
their People have hitherto faiPd of the defir*d Succeſs. 

You repreſent, indeed, p. 13. Theſe Defences 
« that have been made of the Truth, (and which, I 1 
hope, have been of Service to the People of Exeter 
and others) „ to be weak and poor, and that Argu- 
« ments have been multiply'd which are little of 
* nothing to the Purpoſe, and that Ariani/m hath 
« viſibly increas'd under the Noſes of thoſe who 
« have us'd ſuch Methods to ſtop it.“ But if proper 
Methods han't been us'd to ſtop it, why han't you 
and your Friends, that pretend to think it to be 


an Error, as well as others, us'd better Methods to 


event its Progreſs? If weak and poor Arguments 
ve been ugd, whence is it that you have never laid 
any (that I know of) either weak or ſtrong before 
the World to hinder its Increaſe? Yea, how is it, 
that you are always clamouring and condemning 


thoſe who do oppoſe it by the beft Argumetns they 


can, and which (weak and poor, and unſatisfactor 

to you, as they are) have never yet been anſwer'd by 
thoſe whom they do moſt nearly concern? But, ae- 
cording to you, it ſeems, the beſt way not to harden 
them in their Miſtakes, is to countenance and encou- 
rage them, and tamely ſurrender the Truths of the 


And 


Goſpel to their unſcriptural Fancies. 
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And certainly, if we had taken this Method, Ari- 
gni/s wou'd no doubt have increas'd under our Noſes : 
For to do the Arians Juſtice, they are tenacious of 
their Notions, and don't hold their Principles by ſuch 
2 lag/e Tenure as ſome ſeem to do: But notwichſtand- 
ing I hope *tis falſe in Fact, as far as things are viſi- 
ble, that. Arianiſin hath increas'F under our Noſes. 
What ſecret Friends Ariani/m may have, you may 
perhaps know better than I: But I wou'd hope 
your [Intelligence is very poor; and that it hath 
fewer Friends in Deven than you imagine: But if 1 
ſhou'd be miſtaken, you, and ſuch as you, may; 
thank your ſelves for it, that you have given it {6 
much Countenance and Encouragement : Tis this 
hath kept the Arian Cauſe in Heart, and made its 
open Abettors bold and ſanguine as they are. They 
hink, they have you and ſeveral others on their fide, - 
and that *tis nothing but Fear that keeps you from 
Joining with them, ſuch Thoughts have they of your 
Honeſty and Sincerity in this Matter; and I wiſh you 
mayn't have given them too much Occaſion to ſpeak 
as they do. | . 

Lou are wonderfully ſmart, p. 45, 46. upon my 
Gying, that I might have aſk'd Mr. N. what he 
meant by the imaginary Torments of Hades. But 
notwithſtanding your ſucering Exclamation, Learn- 
e ed Soul!“ & c. twou'd be too little to return the 
ſame Complement: however, conſidering your ſup- 
pos'd Character, I wonder you ſhould: pretend to vin- 
dicate Mr, N. who makes the Ely/ian Fields, and the 
imagmary Torments of Hades to be oppoſite to each 
other, as if Hades only ſignify'd the Place of Tor- 
ments the Heathens had deviſed for thoſe they thought 
fit to ſend thither. Twou'd be too mean to ſay, 
that the Perſon who made this very gentle Stricture 
on. Mr. N. hath very probably been as converſant 
with this Heathen Trumpery as you call it, as either 
Mr. N. or perhaps your ſelf: But let this be as it will 

he begs leave to put you in Mind, what you ſhould 
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not have forgot, that the Elyſian Fields and Hades are 
not put in Oppoſition, but Hades comprehends both 
the Place of Happineſs and Miſery too. And 1 hope 
ou*ll forgive me for once, that I venture to put you 
in mind what the Latins and Greeks ſay upon this 
Head. As to the Latins, I ſhall content myſelf with 
one Paſſage out of Virgil *; where ſpeaking of what 
the Greeks call Hades, he hath the Paſſage referr'd to 
in the Margin; the Senſe of which is, that in the 
other World, there was a Place, viz. Inferus, or 
according to the Greeks, Hades, where the way di- 
vided itfelf into two parts, one of which led to the 
Elyſian Fields, or the Habitation of good Men, and 
the other to Tartarus, the Place of the Wicked. 
And fo Homer in the beginning of his Jliads, ſpeak- 
ing of the terrible Slaughter that Achilles made, ſays, 
that he ſent many famous Souls to Hades b, and ſo 
likewiſe in his Odyſſes, he ſpeaks to the ſame Pur- 
pofe concerning Hades, that it was the Receptacle of . 
thoſe whole Names are ever mentioned with the ut-- 
moſt Veneration and Honour in the Pagan Hiſto- 
ries, as Agamemnon, Achilles, Sc. whom he repre-- 
ſents as ſkipping for joy in flowery Meadows: But . 
ſhall mention only one Paſſage more of an old co-- 
mick Heathen Poet e, concerning whom the learned 
are not agreed who he was: But the Senſe of the 
Place preſerv*d out of him, 1s, that in Hades there 
are two Paths, one of which the Righteous, the 
other the Wicked take; both which are cover'd 
by the Ground. But this, without adding any more 
of this heatheniſb Divinity, is ſufficient to ſhew where 
the Weight of your ingenious Sneer will fall, and that 
Hic locus eſt parteig ubi ſe via findit in ambas, 
Dextera, quz ditis magni ſub Mcenia tendit, 
Hac iter Elyſium nobis: at Lava malorum 


Exercet Pcenas, & ad impia Tartara mittit, . 
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(65) 
neither Mr. N. or his more learned Vindicator did ſo 
well underſtand, or at leaft, ſo well conſider, what 
they ſay about the Heathen Hades, which includes 
their Elyſian Fields, as well as their Tartarus, or Styx 
an Late. You may, if there be Occaſion, conſult 

r your farther Satisfaction the Learned Authors in 
the Margin. 

*Tis hardly worth taking notice, how fond you 
ſeem, p. 16, 17. of charging me with a flat Contra- 
diction to my Title Page, which is, A4 Letter to Mr. 
N. in * of the Aſſembly, &c. becauſe I ſay after- 
wards, that the Vindication of the eternal Deity of 
the Son and Holy Ghoſt, Sc. is the chief Occaſion of 
my Letter : But, Sir, when an Aſſembly is cenſur'd 
and inſulted, as I thought ours was, for no other 
known Reaſon, but their ſtedfaſt-Adherence to the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, why mayn't this Doctrine 
be the chief Occaſion of what I call their Defence? 
And why mayn't the World be told, that ſuch an 
Aſſembly deſerves no Blame for that great and ſteady 
Concern that they have always manifeſted for this 
Doctrine? Be pleas'd to look over the Paſſage again, 
and you may think perhaps as I do, that your Charge 
of a Contradiction, Sc. is (to uſe your own Language) 
a boyiſh cavilling about Words and Phraſes. 

Concerning that Paſſage you mention, p. 26. at 
which you take ſo much Offence. As to the Time, 
T allow, that if a Perſon had a Mind to give ſuch 
a Looſe to his Paſſions as Mr. N. did, there cou'd not 
well be a more proper time to ſcatter his cau/eleſs 
Reflections, than when ſo many Miniſters were met 
together, whom he thought his Calumnies might af- 
tect: But then, as they were come together, to con- 
ſult how they might beſt advance the Intereſt of 
Chriſt, to cultivate Harmony and Concord with one 
another, and ſtrengthen each” other's Hands againſt 


hy How's Red. Domin. &c. p. 9, 10, 11, &c. Crit. Hit. of 
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the common Enemies of all Religion, and Chriftianity 
in particular; ſo no time could be more unſuitable, 
ro ſow ſo many Seeds of Strife and Diſcord, and ſet 
us at a freſh Variance with one another. I won't 
ſay this was Mr. N.”s Deſign : But tho? you think, 
that his Sermon was ſo manifeſtly calculated to pro- 
mote Peace, I hope I may be allow'd alſo to think 
with the moſt, that it had much rather a Tendency 
to promote Animofities and Contentions and this (as 
I arm inform'd) he was ſeaſonably caution'd of, tho? 
the Event ſhews, *twas to no Purpoſe.” N 
As to the Place, I need fay nothing, when the 
Gentlemen of Exeter, who knew the Place, and theit 
Miniſters much better than either Mr. N. or you, 
have ſpoken ſo honourably in their Miniſters Vin- 
dication. | 1 1 

As to the Preacher, if he had kept to his Text, 
and done his beſt to promote practical Chriſtianity, 
there would ha ve been, I can be confident, noObhjection, 
but all ſuitable Allowances mad for Age, for Reading, . 
and every thing elſe, as there might be Occafion : 
But that he was ſo peculiarly fitted for the Province 
(as you ſpeak, p. 28.) as a Convert from Bigotry, 1 
can't fee. If Mr. NV. was ever a Bigot (as I don't 
know that he was) he can only be ſaid to be meta - 
morphos'd from one Sort of Bigoiry to 'another 3 he can 
be only thought a Convert from contending earneſtly 
(though odly as a Bigot) for the Faith, to contending 
more earneſtly and odly againſt it, or, at leaft, for 
thoſe that do oppoſe it. For my own part, I never 
had any great Opinion of Bigotry on any Side; be- 
cauſe Bigots of al ſides have generally more Heat 
than Light: But allowing it is not ſo in Mr. N.'s 
Caſe, 1 ſhou'd be glad however, if he wou'd enden- 
vour to be a little more conſiſtent, than to look one 
way, and row another; to profeſs Faith in Chriſt, as 
his God and Saviour, and yet exert himſelf with 
ſuch an uncommon Warmth, to ſupport and couhte- 
nance thoſe who deny it, and run down thole (as far 
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as he is able) who have endeavour'd to defend his 


own Faith. | 

But to draw to a Concluſion. If you think, that 
what you have offer'd concerning Mr. N.'s Title, his 
calling, the heavenly Blefſedneſy, Sc. a PLACR, his 
making the Goſpel Diſpenſation abſtractly conſidered, 
to conſiſt of two Precepts, his ſaying, that Evange- 
lical Holineſs is in Order to a Meetneſs for the hea- 


the Sacraments z+ if you think, I ſay, that what you 
have offered, be a ſufficient Vindication of them, I 
ſhan't envy you the Pleaſure of your own Perform- 
ance; but can't help thinking however, that they 
need a better Vindication. | 

And as to what I have written, and you have 
treated ſo ſeverely, I ſhall chearfully leave it to the 
calm part of the World to judge, whether any thin 
that I have ſaid, inftead of your many things, dot 
need a great deal of Art to ſoften and make it ſtand 
with Senſe, or Manners, or Chriſtianity, as you phraſe 
it, p. 47. I can be certain, I wou'd not willingly 


offer any thing to the World that's contrary to either 
of theſe, eſpecially the laſt. And as to this, and 
your many other very heavy Charges, as I am nor 
conſcious to my felf, that I at all deſerve them, fo 
they make ſo little Impreſſion upon me, that I can 


very freely and ſincerely ſubſcribe my ſelf, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your affeftionate Humble Servant 4 
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LETTER 
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"$0 TRE 
Reverend Mr. Nation, &c. 


Reverend Sir, 


I Have carefully peruſed your Letter, and am 
glad to find you profeſſing your Faith in the 
Terms you do, p. 49. But mayn't what follows de- 
ſerve your Recollection, that you never ſaid an 


thing you now aſſert publickly or privately in all 
your Life? Your Little Flirts of Wit againſt me, 


P. 49, &c. ſeem too mean for a Man of your Reading, 
Study, and Acquaintance with the World, and accord- 
ingly I paſs them, as deſerving no Notice. And as to 
your other Charges of Unchriſtian Zeal, of Uncha- 
ritableneſs, Injuſtice, Perſecution, &c. p. 50, Cc. I 


have conſider'd them already, and heartily forgive you. 


The Account of the Voting of the Aſſembly, hath 
been ſet in ſo juſt a Light already, that I ſhall ſeek 
no farther Advantages, and as a Friend, adviſe you 
to be contented with what is paſt. As to the Ob- 
jections againſt your Sermon, enough hath been ſaid 
and nothing to contradict it by you, that can call 
for a new Anſwer, As to the direct Charges of 
Arianiſm upon you, you can find none in my De- 
fence; and therefore I paſs by this, and the Wit that 
1s in the Paragraph alſo. | : 

As to God's making all Allowances for Errors of 
Men's Underſtandings, enough is ſaid in anſwer to 
your Vindication; and therefare I may be excufed 
for not ſaying any thing to you, or your very _ 

; * «0 E 


8 \.* 5 


N 
ad : 


(69) 
_ deft Expreſſion, p. 58. viz. that all Mr, P. C. 
learned Arguing deſerves only to be laught at. 
I can find nothing elſe in your Letter worth my 
Notice, except what you offer, p. 56, 57. as an An- 
{wer to a part of which I am defir*d to infert the fol- 
lowing Certificate: $285 | 


Whereas it has been ſuggeſted, that we whoſe 
Names, are underwritten, are the Perſons meant 
by Mr. N. to have received into our Communion 
Arians, and thoſe that are in Dr. Clark's Scheme. If 
by theſe Terms are meant ſuch as have denied the 
true and proper Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
we certify to all Mankind, that to our Knowledge, 
we never received to Communion any that were of 
ſuch erroneous. Principles; that is, any Perſons 
whom we knew to have denied the true or prop 
Divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, or that aſſert- 
ed them to be Creatures, being greatly concern'd 
for the important Truths of the Goſpel now called 
in queſtion.  _. bed; 12 

However, at the ſame time, out of due Regard 
to tender Conſciences, and to Love and Peace, we 
have not been willing to eject out of our Com- 
munion any Chriftians that have been under ſome 
Doubts, in Reſpect to any nice or critical Explica- 
tions of this high Myſtery of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion. 
Jobn Ball. 
Jobn Walrond. 
Jobn Lavington. 


And as to that Meeting that is equally under the 
Care of the four Orthodox Miniſters, as you ſeem 
in Deriſion to ſtile them, Fam told by ſome of them, 
who ſeem particularly to be pointed at, that they 
know of no ſuch Perſons who were in Communion 
-with the Orthodox and Arians at the ſame time; and 
therefore tis no Wander that, they had nothing ſaid 
to them, | U 
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onable Satifaftion to the important Point ig 
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